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RESULTS OF THE WAR IN | FRANCE. 


Te military superiority which Prussia now enjoys 

in such remarkable measure dates, by common 
consent of writers, from that period in her history 
when she had been first completely beaten, and then 
shamefully plundered and dismembered, by her great 
conqueror, the first Naprozzeon. The thorough 
awakening which her leaders suffered and the haz- 
ard of her weakened position led to the adoption of 
regenerative measures, unmarred by any touch of 
old prejudices, by any clinging to old forms. In 
compliance with the demands made by the rapid 
growth of military knowledge and the incessant 
changes in military weapons of the last quarter of 
a century, she has not by any means been always 
foremost. But she has steadily kept up the habit 
of self-criticism, and “the lesson of the war” has 
been one of the most frequent subjects in the 
thoughts of her people, as well as in the books of 
her writers. She anticipated in full season the ap- 
proach of the time for activity, and made ready for 
it by every needed sacrifice, and by the most cau- 
tious preparation. When the time came her action 
was energetic, though still careful. Itis the com- 
mon belief that the war with Denmark was but the 
rehearsal of an army formed and forming for great- 
er and more hazardous work, and there can indeed 
be but little doubt of the truth of that theory. And 
though the most confident belief in the sagacity of 
BISMARCK and VON MOLTKE cannot suppose them to 
have had a prescience of Sedan, Metz, and Paris, 
history will not deny to the bold offensive opera- 
tions which have marked the closing years of WIL- 
LIAM’s reign as King the same connecting purpose 
which united the wars of NAPOLEON in one steady 
rush of conquest. 

The greatest, most far-reaching result of the war 
which has just ended is seen, not in the degradation 
of France nor the elevation of Prussia, but in the fact 
that other nations are now about to enter upon a 
process of preparation like that which the German 
power has pursued so absorbingly for more than 
half a century. Not only France, but Russia and 
even England now propose to learn in the school 
which has so effectively drilled the Prussian people 
that even the peasants in their first fight rival in 
daring and soldierly skill the veteran whose life is 
war. That France, that Russia, or that Austria or 
Italy should do so is not surprising; but that Eng- 
land, so reluctant in going to war, should deliberate- 
ly and after long hesitation decide to relinquish her 
distinctive and unique relations to European poli- 
tics, and enter again into rivalry with her neighbors, 
is a more noticeable result of the war just closing. 
Foreign papers report that the Prussian system of 
military manoeuvres in the field for practice will be 
introduced into the British army this year. It may 
be that this introduction will be but partial, and to 
call the volunteers generally into service—and the 
instruction of volunteers by ample practice, in the 
place of a general enrollment and service in the ac- 
tive army, is certainly the reason for and the object 
of such manceuvres—will, we suppose, require either 
a new law or else a stir of popular enthusiasm. If 
it is to be general, this is the most exciting news that 
has come since the three days in August when all 
the weakness of France and- the hopélesiness of its 
cause were so rudely revealed. 








Wits the closing of the late decisive Franco-Prussian 
war German. enterprise is on the alert, and we note 
among the many new projects the completion of the or- 
ganization’ of the Baltic Lloyds German line of steamers 
from the port of New York to Stettin, Germany. This 
company was incorporated in June last, having a paid-in 
cash capital of 650,000 Prussian thalers, with power to 
increase the capital to 1,000,000 thalers and more. The 
first two steamships of this pioneer line are to be called 
the Franklin and the Humboldt, They are now com- 
pleting at Sunderland, England, and the first steamer is 


expected to leave Stettin next sont These steams}. 


ships are of the screw class and of very handsome models 
Their dimensions are: Length of keel, 285 feet ; length. 
over all, 309 feet; breadth of beam, 36 feet; depth of 
hold, 27 feet. Engines upon the expansion system of 
200 horse power, nominal, each. Consumption of coal, 

seventeen tons per twenty-four hours. Minimum speed 
when fully loaded and in a seaway, ten knots an hour. 

The interior arrangements are similar to those on board 
the Hamburg and Bremen steamships, with ample ac- 
commodations for about seven hundred first and second 
class and steerage passengers. The company intend to 
add one or two steamships in the coming year, and will 
increase the number thereafter according to requirement. 

The general agents of the Baltic Lloyds are Messrs, 
Wendt, Tetens & Bockmann, New York. 








Tue present condition of the Piegan Indians, concern- 
ing whom so little has been heard since the massacre 
of last year, is thus reported by Colonel John Gibbon. 
commanding at Fort Shaw, in a letter to William Welsh, 
of Philadelphia, dated February 21, 1871: “ I accom- 
panied the officer to the agency, thirty-six miles north, 
west from this post, as requested, to witness the distribu- 
tion of annuity goods to the Indians, and found assem- 
bled there some 600 Indians, men, women, and children, 
principally of the Piegan and Blood tribes of the Black- 
feet nation. The chiefs present were Big Lake, principal 
chief of the Piegans ; Mountain Chief, Bird Chief, Generous 
Woman, Four Bears, Middle Bull, Many Horses, Scream- 
ing Owl, and reveral other Piegan chiefs. I was invited 
to meet them, and never heard Indians talk more peace- 
ably. Bird Chief, an old man, who was in the fight 
with Colonel Baker last year, said he had not had a good 
night’s sleep since that fight, and had ever since been 
moving from place to place, expecting every day to be 
attacked by somebody, he did not know who; that they 
all wished to live at peace with the whites now, and to 
have no more trouble. A numberof others spoke, all 
in the same strain. They all expressed pleasure in hav- 
ing an agent living amongthem. They all seemed 
satisfied with their present agent, Major McCanly, and 
said that I would be surprised if I could compare the 
present issue of goods (with which they seemed very 
much pleased) with former issues, when each Indian 
would receive a little package which he could carry 


away in his hands. They hailed this new state of affairs 
as agood sign. I told themI was glad to hear such 
good words from’ them, that the President preferred 
peace to war with them, that there were bad as well as 
good whites and Indians, that there were a great many 
good white people who were trying to do all they could 
to help them, who were trying to bring about a better 
state of feeling between the two races. Peace with the 
Piegans is much to be desired, and can be easily main- 
tained provided they can be dealt with justly. The 


Congress for the Piegans, only $7,000 worth of g 
has yet reached him. The Indians appeared very desti- 
tute, and some breadstuffs, coffee, and sugar should be 
sent to them without delay.” 





GENERAL Pope has issued the following order in well- 
deserved compliment to the Seventh Cavalry, which is 
about to leave his command: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT. OF THE Mrssourt, 
Forr Leavenworth, Kansas, March 8, 1871. i 
General Orders No. 4. 

Orders transferring the Seventh Cavalry from this depart- 
ment having been received from headquarters of the Army, 
the commanding general deems it his duty to express to the 
officers and soldiers of the regiment his high appreciation of 
their soldierly qualities and of the conspicuous services per- 
formed by them in this department. 

The regiment carries with it a noble record of faithful ser- 
vices and gallant deeds. During the four years which it has 
been in this department, it has experienced all of the hard- 
ships, dangers, and vicissitudes attendant upon military opera- 
tions on our wild frontier. It has made many long and toil- 
some marches exposed to the severest storms of winter, and 
has gone for days in that inclement season without shelter, 
and almost without food for man or animal. -It-has been 
engaged in many bloody combats with the Indians, in which 
its valor has been thoroughly tried and proved. It has met 
all dangers and privations with firmness and intrepidity, and 
has been distinguished throughout for steady discipline and 
efficient performance of duty. 

The present soldierly epadition and high state of discipline 
of the regiment give assurance that in the new field to which 
it is ordered, it will be distinguished for the same high qzali- 
ties which have so justly earned for it its brilliant reputation 
in this command. 

With sincere regret the commanding general sees the regi- 
ment leave this department. It is needless to say that it 
will carry with it his hearty good wishes and his confident 
hope that its future will be as successful as it: past history. 

It will be long remembered in the department as a model 
of soldierly See Geanalicttetete ‘ 

By command of Bri r-General Pope. . 
Ww. &: Mircaent, Brevet Colonel U. 8. Army, Acting Assist- 
eo Adjatant-General. 

Ww. Eedamee a JR., rity sg U. 8, Army, Aide- 
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agent complains that of the $50,000 appropriated by } of 
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Tne Army Appropriation bill for the year ending 
with June, 1872, contains the following items: 











Hire and Eouais 66 WERE «2 eo cneceavocdoedeoes 
Heati: 












Clothing ANd CQUIPABls..e.+eesseeeeees bs gr B BUR BE? 5s 600,000 
N — Sma ay eevcceccrccccccccs eaceeace caseseees § 200,000 
conting eee eeS TCC eE CTO Oe eT eT TT ety Tee es 
ited! a capeieas pay of private physicians, 1 mena, 4 
rials with torpedoes end torpedo inetrestions.cs0cs.2° < aaa 
Barracks, repairs of bridges, ¢tc.,....++e..e00« pee 37,000 
OFPdMANle SETVICEs. «vce cccccesccrececcccccccce ecrcccce 200,000 
Manufacture of metallic ammunition for small arms,.., (§§100,000 
Care and purchase of ordnance mene evbdovccadedbtere 125,000 
Sea-coast CanNON, ....00204. deccessccccveccoes edvcccece et 200,000 
Manufacture of arms at Springfield, .. Sobeccccsvese ccccces 150,000 
TRE an cancapercandibshenes eecstececcncnrenscess $27,674,580 


The conabaliias snailena of the bill are as follows: 

Sec. 2. That the President of the Unites, States shall be, and heis 
hereby, authorized to —% and, and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, ard of pete npr wns to be 


designated as Pome Beno —Se three commis- 
sioners, who shall be pan le oe y= for wo sol wkd 
it shall be to receive, examine, and consider e justice and 
of such claims as-shall be brought before them, of those citizens 
who remained loyal paocenti fo the cause and the Govertioual t of 


the United States d the war, for stores or supplies taken 
furnished during the rebellion for the use of the Arm 
United States in States imed as in insurrection against 
United States, including the use and | loss Mater vessels or boats while 
pe ga aa the military service of the United States. And the 
commissioners in considering said claims shail be 
Senn the testimony of witnesses oath, or from other suffici 
evidence which shall accompany each claim, taken under such 
rules and regulations as the er agree may adopt, of the loyalty 
and adherence of the claimant to the cause and the Government of 


fe 
eres 


oe 


the United States before and at the time x. the or furnish- 
ing of the property for which any , and of the 
quantity, quality, and value of the to have been 


taken or furnished, and the time, place, and m circumstances 
of the porn Oe furnishing of the same, And, upon 
evidence of the rok ree and validity of any claim, the commissioners 
shall report their opinion in writing in each case. — fuunished ee 


the nature, amount, oad remot =e ished, or 
used as aforesaid. And ese and 
rejected as unjust and fnvalia: shat shall 1 likewise be be the 
reasons therefor; and no claimant’shall rwithedrey aon? any material 
evidence submitted in support of any claim. 

Src. 3. That said commissioners each take the cath of office 
provided heed law to be taken by all officers of the United 
and shall eg without ome © § to siotherpe their duties 
this act. The President of the States shall ate in his 
appointment one of - said pa mn to be 
board, and shall be authorized to fill ee 
cur, by reason of death or resignation, in said oa and each 
commissioner shall have authority to administer oaths and affirma- 
tions, and to take the depositions ot witnesses in all matters 
taining to their duties. e said commissioners shall meet or. 
ganize said board, and bold their sessions at W: 
members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the 
of business, and the agreement of two shall decide all questions in 
controversy. The commissioners shall have authority tomake 
and publish rules for their p rrp dan’ not inconsistent By this 


i 


ila 


act, and "4 ——- notice of os ons. They shall keep a 
ournal of their signed president 
on anda rewincer a or afl thetian brought tine te on the 


ing the date of presentation, number, name, tah Maisons 
claimant, A pe ee and amount of claim, and the amounts if 
any, allowed ; h records shall be open to the inspection of 
President and A Attorney-General of the United States, or of such 
cer as the President may designate. 
Sno. 4. That said commissioners shall make report of their pro- 
ceedings, and of each claim considered by them, at the commence- 
mest of a ice. of Conese, to of the 
presentatives, W same befo.e C for con- 
sideration ; and all claime within this act ore - presente 
board shall be barred, and shall not 
ment of the Government without f Congress. 
8xo. 5. That the commissioners of clai a authority of © quarterly 
under this act, at the rate of five thousand dollars per annum each, 
and they shall have suthanity to sepals one clerk and one short- 
Bao? epee to be pai eo tly os the rate of suo thousnad Ate 
hundred dollars annum each, and one messenger, to Sy 
the rate of one thousand two pee dollars per yen 





rform the services pies of them ee said ard 
Shall = fare, allowed the a oxpenees Sipy the 
rent, ee ry pow Money, St tating, cartilied 
president of ited on ‘vouchers, and ‘as 


other atiaial e2 panne ~y 


Seo, 6. That a sufficient appropriation to carry this act into: 
effect is hereby made, out of om money in the eeeenhy not other- 
vies Tet the of War be, and is hereby, author. 

mo. 7.°‘L) a 
peony pyar a fy mea tom lay ve tory, to. Fort 
tea ine from 
rit, Daketa’ and thenes to Fort Bully, if, in the opinion of the 
Secretary of War, the ublic service demands such 


‘And- 
the completion of each hundred miles of said line to the satie- 
faaion of eckae un he is - 

e 


constructing the sam’ 

the amietion tion of ~- whole pay, aovaquceniny tae bor 

- ba moesy the miler of ev joey oH Provided, 4 
over a 

Shoney so paid ehall be refunded to the Un es in the 

said telegraph line at rates not 


duals, er in may, inthe opinion cheng rite i 


aes ah nabore provides Gh 

1 pacite btot War a tall be refunded, as ee 
States shall Ne ee ay 

times use the same for public 


amount 
War iovirry ito eet the. provisions of the foregoing 
hereby a ae or out of any moneys is the g.scction 
nag Sq 3 That, in accordance with the fi f ae reek 


preved July two, cghios hundred end -four, entitled “An 

act to amend an act.entitled ‘An act: ips stasatantien ode) 

railroad and telegraph line from the river to the P ; 
and to secure to the government the oF ned we ay 

tel, military, and ? approved July first, 


uf other 
hundred and sixty: ” the 





Expenses of com naSen beSOcdcdecbvosd 
Recruiting and Pann ame ROPER PIN, , wo 
rsa ~A expenses of adjntant-generas of divisions 
CQOBOEED, «0.0020 ccccapeouasecovecsc Rapley 5,000 
Signal GOEVIRR gov aK ochdxwoeaacalee Fosbisdd cvon cssElStGde 5,000 . 
me pay, of which jayen scouts may not receive more 5 
an $100,000, cewpiccaccccccccce ecvese «+ 2,300,000 
General expenses, ebddeseccbeccdccccesessecs 100,000 
Subsistence, of which Indian scouts may at receive 
more than $55,000,...... Seerrrerir tecarsecreeneeses 2,900,000 
Quartermaster’s department,......... seeccecsscucsee 4 000,000 
aera vse ace tocivilians, expenses of cavalry 
illery, e o cmeccecesetece Searesceupsiee 900, 
Puseliase of horses for cavalry, artillery, and scouts,.... > 450,000 
Army transportation and purchases for same,.. 4, ¥ 


ee SS 


- 


directed to pay over in'money to 

sears Se Se eee Pr oe 
aot Somes oe 

=a. sb alacmaiiad mien’, aa 
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THE ARMY. 


ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the <Adjutant-General's 
is I es for the week ending 
Pe Tuesday, March 7. 
much of Special Orders No. 282, October 21, 1870, 
from this office, as at his own request, First 
Lieutenant Jacob Wagner, Tenth Infantry, to take effect 
October 31, 1870, is hereby amended to take effect De- 
cember 9, 1870, the date he received notification of his 
lisoha: 


rge. 

Leave of absence for thirty days, with permission to 

mely for nn extension of sixty days, is hereby granted 
Lieutenant Ira Quinby, Eleventh Infantry. 
Wednesday, March 8. 

The telegraphic order of the 7th instant, from this 
office, —— Captain Samuel K. Schwenk, Eighth 
Cavalry, ting officer at Nashville, Tennessee, to send 
Second Lieutenant B. M. Custer, Twenty-fourth Infan- 
try, with a detachment of recruits to his regiment, with 
directions to join it upon turning over the detachment, 
is hereby confirmed 

Leave of absence for six months, with permission to 
= bevent the sea, is hereby granted Captain Joseph Ren- 

» Fourth Cavalry. 

The —— of First Lieutenant Oliver Phelps, 
Seventh Infantr , has been accepted by the President, to 
take effect 7, 1871. 


Thursday, March 9. 


The sum of $9 14 will be stopped from the of 
First Lieutenant Oscar L. Converse, U. 8. Army (retired), 
and turned over to the Subsistence Department, on ac- 
count of subsistence funds due the United States which 
he has failed to turn over to the officer. 

The following transfers of superintendents of national 
cemeteries are hereby announced: Superintendent 
George B. Craft from the Chalmette national cemetery 
at New Orleans, Louisiana, to that at Port Hudson, 

; Superintendent P. P. Carroll from the na- 
tional ceme at Port Hudson, Louisiana, to the Chal- 
mette national cem at New Orleans, Louisiana. 
The superintendents thus transferred will join their 
proper stations without delay. 


Friday, March 10. 

The following transfers are made of officers of artil- 
lery, under the provisions of paragraph 6, General Or- 
dees No. 99, of November 13, 1867, from this office, estab- 
Sache i School at Fort Monroe, Virginia. 
The officers of the new detail will report for duty at 
Fort Monroe, Virginia, May 1, 1871, when those to be 
relieved will be ordered to join their new companies : 

First Artillery—First Lieutenant John ©. White, 
Company G; First Lieutenant James M. s from 
a ee A to Company G, vice First Lieutenant J. W. 
Macttensay trom Company G to Company A, to be re- 

Second Ariillery—First Lieutenant Thomas D. 
K; First Lieu- 


yG 
tanton, Company —, to be relieved. 

Third —First Lieutenant James Chester from 
Company E to nen oe | A, vice First Lieutenant J. R. 
Kelly from Company A to Company E, to be relieved ; 
First Lieutenant Frank W. Hess from Company L to 
Company A, vice First Lieutenant G. F. Barstow from 
Casey A to Company L, to be relieved. 

Fo Artillery—First Lieutenant Edward P. New- 
kirk from ys ny bet enn ony | I, vice First Lieuten- 

to Company L, to be 
relieved P. Strong 
Company I, vice First Lieutenant 

; C. Grier from Company I ba Ss M, 
relieved ; Second Lieutenant Sidney ~W. Taylor, 

relieved; First 


3 


to Company C, vice First Lieuten- 
Galian V. Weir from Com 7 C to Gompeny 1, to be 
> i George W. Orabb from Com: 


: 
rf 
i 
: 
3 


4 
5 


i 


a 
ire 
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will proceed withou delay to Newport Barracks, Ken- 
ae in person to the superintendent Gen- 
eral ee A ee y a detachment of re- 
cruits to the Fourteenth Infantry, in the 
ment of the Platte. Upon completion this duty he 
will join his proper station 

Saturday, March 11. 


Captain Walter Cliffurd, Seventh Infantry, is here’ 
relieved from duty as Indian agent at the Fort Berthold 
foun! aie eat and, — pegs 2 over the 
ayency is successor, proceed to join his regimen 
without delay. : re : 

The tel.graphic order of the 11th instant, from this of- 
fice, to the commanding general Military Division of the 


Pacific, directing First Li-utenant D. W. Lockwood, 
Corps to place himself without delay at 
San Francisco, in readiness to report to 





from | Mix, Second Cavalry ; 


for ex- 
con- 


Lieutenant G. M. Wheeler, Corps of Engineers, 
sae mr. in Nevada and Arizona, is h 


First Lieutenant William H. Campion, Fourth In- 
fantry, having been relieved from duty on recruiting 
service, will proceed without delay to Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, and report in person for duty to the commanding 
general Department of the South, who will order him to 
join his regiment, upon its arrival at that point. 

Second Lieutenant C. C. Wolcott, Third Artillery, will 
proceed by the first steamer to Key West, Florida, and 
report to the judge-advocate of the general court- 
martial there in session, as a witness in a case pending 
before it. Upon being relieved by the court, he will 
return to his present station. 

The leave of absence heretofore granted Lieutenant- 
Colonel George A. Custer, Seventh Cavalry, is hereby 
extended until April 10, 1871. 


Monday, March 13. 


Hospital Steward Frederick Pettersen will be discharg- 
ed the service of the United Stutes — the receipt of 
this order at the place where he may be serving. 

irection of the President, leave of absence for 
twelve months from the 10th instant is hereby Forney 
Second Lieutenant Thomas J. March, Seventh Cavalry. 
van. Pe Garrick Mallery, First Infantry, is hereby re- 
lieved from bis present duties and will proceed to join 
his station without delay. 

t Lieutenant A. W. Hoffman, Tenth Infantry, is 
hereby relieved from duty on recruiting service. He 
will report in person to the superintendent General Re- 
cruiting Service, New York city, to accompany the de- 
tachment of recruits now under orders for his regiment, 
and join his station upon being relieved from duty 


with the detachment. 

The leave of absence ted Second Lieutenant 
Richard L. Hoxie, Corps of ineers, in Special Orders 
No. 21, February 16, 1871, from headquarters Corps of 
Engineers, is hereby extended thirty days. 








ARMY PERSONAL. 


LEAVE of absence for twenty days was ted Second 
Lieutenant Arthur Cranston, Fourth Artillery, March 8. 

THE leave of absence granted First Lieutenant M. C. 
Grier, Fourth Artillery, was extended seven days March 
10. 





PaymasteR H. C. Pratt, U. 8S. Army, was ordered 
March 8 to proceed to Columbus Arsenal, Ohio, and 
Indianapolis Arsenal, Indiana, and pay the troops at 
those stations. 

First Lieutenant Asa Bird Gardner, First Artillery, 
was ordered March 13 to proceed te Boston, u- 
setts, on public business connected with the case of John 
McConologue, a deserter. 

First Lieutenant T. H. B. Counselman, First Artil- 
lery, received ission March 13 to apply to head- 
quarters Military Division of the Atlantic, for an exten- 
sion of twenty days to the leave of absence for thirty days 
granted him March 10. ' 

In accordance with General Orders from the War 
Department, Lieutenant-Colonel Cary A. Fry is an- 
nounced as chief paymaster of the Department of the 
Missouri, relieving Major F.E. Hunt. For the present 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fry will retain his station in St. 
Louis, Mo. 
A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Omaha Barracks, Nebraska, March 13. Detail for the 
court: Lieutenant-Colonel Albert G. Brackett, Second 
Cavalry; CaptainWilliam H. Jordan, Ninth Infantry ; 
Captain Samuel Munson, rn omen yf Captain John 
Captain Edward J. Spaulding, Sec- 
ond Cavalry; Captain Elijah R. Wells, Second Cavalry ; 
First Lieutenant A. H. Bowman, Ninth Infantry ; Second 
Lieutenant Colon Augur, Second Cavalry. Captain Camp- 
bell D. Emory, Ninth Infantry, judge-advocate. 


Captain Samuel B. M. Young, Eighth Cavalry, and 
Second Lieutenant John W. Bean, Fifteenth Infantry, 
were relieved March 7 from duty as members of the 
general court-martial convened at Fort Garland, ©. T., 
and Captain Charles A. Hartwell, Eighth Cavalry, and 
Second Lieutenant Henry W. Sprole, of the same regi- 
ment, detailed as members of said court. Captain 
W. Yates, Seventh Cavalry, was also relieved 
from duty as a member of the general court-martial con- 
vened at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. ; 


Mason E. H. Brooke, paymaster U. S. Army, was or- 
dered March 9 to pay the troops at Forts Riley, Harker, 
Hays, and Wallace, and at Forts Reynolds and 
Lyon, ©. T., to the 28th of February, 1871. Major I. O. 
Dewey, paymaster U. 8. Army, to pay the troops servin 
in southeastern Kansas, and at Fort Gibson, OC. N., 
SD eee ee Snare Soe oa 

aylor, paymaster U. 8. Army, to pay hay at Forte 
Larned and Dodge, Kansas, Camp Supply, r oan 

and at Fort 


ne cerns at 
L T. 


Cavalry, a board of was appointed to 
sneab oh Host Loavenwenth, Kasten, March & to cneuites 
into the circumstances attending the loss of thirteen 
cavalry horses, alleged to have been lost by stampeding 
on or about the 9th day of May, 1870, fr-m the camp of 
a detachment of Company Seventh Cavalry, near 
Higby’s Cufion, C. T. Detail for the board: Captain 


by John Livers, military storekeeper U.S. Army; Captain 


Owen Hale, Seventh Cavalry; Second Lieutenant Win- 
field S. Edgerly, Seventh Cavalry. 

Actine Assistant Surgeon T. B. Chase, U. S. Army, 
was ordered March 10 from Fort Hays to Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, where he will report for duty with the 


companies of the Seventh Cavalry, sbout to embark for 





a a 
return 


to Fort Leavenworth 


—_ 
and report in person to the medical director of the de~ 











Marcu 18, 1871. 














ent for further instructions. Acting Assistant 
urgeon J. Collins, U. S. Army, was at the same date or- 
dered from Fort Harker to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
where he will report for duty with the companies of the 
Seventh Cavalry about to embark for Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. Upon the arrival of said companies at Louisville, 
he will return to Fort Leavenworth and report in per- 
son to the medical director of the department for further 
instructions. 

The following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East, for the week ending March 14, 
1871, Lieutenant George M. Wheeler, corps of engin- 
eers; Lieutenant L.H. Robinson, U. 8. Army; Second 
Lieutenant J. H. Willard, corps of engineers; Culonel 
W. A. Grier, U. 8. Army; Captain James Jackson, First 
Cavalry; First Lieutenant W. OC. Beach, Eleventh In- 
fantry ; Captain C. M. Bailey, Eighth Infantry. 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Madison Barracks, N. Y., March 7. Detail for the court: 
Major ©. L. Best, First Artillery; Assistant Surgeon C. 
8. Graw, U. 8. Army; First Lieutenant James M. 
Ingalls, First Artillery; First Lieutenant John L. Wor- 
den, Jr., First Infantry ; Second Lieutenant John J. 
O’Connell, First Infantry ; Second Lieutenant Carl F. 
Palfrey, First Artillery. First Lieutenant A. E. Milti- 
more, First Artillery, judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Lower Brulé Agency, D. T., April 10, for the trial of 
First Lieutenant; M. E. Hogan, Twenty-second Infan- 

, and such other prisoners as may be proper! 
brought before it. Detail fer the court: Colonel D. 8. 
Stanley, Twenty-second a  & Surgeon John Camp- 
bell, U. 8. Army; Major J. N. G. Whistler, Twenty- 
second Infantry; Captain C. A. Webb, Twenty-second 
Infantry ; Captain Joseph }Bush, ;Twenty-second Infan- 
try; Captain Francis Clarke, Twenty-second Infantry; 
Captain John Hartley, Twenty-second Infantry; Cap- 
tain De W. ©. Poole, Twenty-second Infantry ; 
First Lieutevant L. D. Adair, Twenty-second Infantry. 
Second Lieutenant O. D. Ladley, Twenty-second Infan- 
try , judge-advocate. 

By General Orders No 5, headquarters Department: 
of the Columbia, Portland, Oregon, re eee | 21, 1871, 
and in a the provisions of War Department 
General Orders No. 7, of January 31, 1871, Captain 
A. H. Nickerson, Twenty-third Infantry, is relieved 
from special duty, and will join his regiment as soon as 
the season will permit the journey to his post to be 
made. Major and Surgeon J. T. Ghiselin is relieved 
from duty as attending surgeon, and will report by 
letter to the Adjutant-General of the Army. Captain 
and Assistant Quartermaster H. W. Janes is relieved 
from duty as assistant to the chief quartermaster, and 
from depot and purchasing duty, and will report by 
letter to the Adjutant-General of the Army. Captain 
L. 8S. Babbitt, Ordnance Department, and First Lieu- 
tenant Clinton B. Sears,Corps of Engineers, are relieved 
from duty respectively as chief ordnance officer and 
chief engineer officer at department headquarters, but 
will continue in chargeof the specific duties to which 
they have heretofore heen assigned until otherwise 
directed by superior authority, reporting by letter to 
the Adjutant-General of the Army. 


THe Evening Mail says: “Last November, Colonel 
Burr Porter of Newark, New Jersey, sailed for France, 
to attend to some business connected with the sale of 
arms to the French. Until within a few days no later 
intelligence than that of the 16th of November had 
reached his family as to his movements. He was then at 
Tours. Last week they received the startling news that 
he was seriously wounded while fighting under Garibal- 
di. To-day the sad intelligence comes that he was 
killed in battle on the 9th of December, while leading 
his men, and, with drawn sabre, saying, ‘See how Ameri- 
cans fight.’ Thus died one of the bravest of those who 
were our comrades in years past. -How he came to 
change his — purpose and to volunteer his ser- 
vices in the field, exactly where the battle occurred in 
which he fell, and what were the other circumstances of 
his last days, we do not know. We do know that where 
Colonel Porter fell there went down as stalwart and 
noble a specimen of young American manhood as was 
ever a mark for hostile bullets, and that he there ful- 
filled a destiny which he had often said wascertain to 
come, sooner or later. At some other time we shall 
have space and the inclination to - more of this sud- 
denly closed career. We can only add now that Colonel 
Porter leaves a wife and child in Boston, and a father 
and mother in Newark. They expect soon to get fuller 
intelligence about all the circumstances of his death.” 
Another account states that Colonel Porter was instantly 
killed in battle on the 9th of December, though the tele- 
graphic despatch to Mrs. Porter stated that he was seri- 
a wounded only, “irés gravement blessé.” Colonel 
Porter was a son of the Rev. Burr Baldwin, of Montrose, 
Pennsylvania, and a brother of Thomas 8. Baldwin, who 
was killed by the falling of the floor of one of the rooms 
of the Capitol at Richmond, Va. When quite young he 
was adopted by his uncle, Mr. P. H. Porter of Newark. 
He served in the Turkish contingent during the Crimean 
war, and during our civil war on the staff of General Fre- 
mont, and later as colonel of the Fortieth Massachusetts 
Infantry. After the war he engaged for a time in busi- 
ness, and was afterward in the internal revenue service. 
About two years ago he married the only daughter of 
Mr. Oliver Ditson, the Boston music publisher, by whom 
he had one child. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tux following is alist of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report: 


Headquarters and ten comprnies, Fourth Infantry, from De- 
t of the Platte, to Department of the South, Mareh 4. Or- 


f — a from Jefferson Barracks, 
“iin 8. Arrived at West Point. 
or i of walry or 
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THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jourwat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or, vessels. 


—_— 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Tue Naval Appropriation Bill, which was approved 
and became a law March 3, appropriates the following 


sums: . 
For pay of the Navy, including mi and transporta- 
tion of officers travelling under orders........+ ° 





Contingent expenses of the Navy...-++se+e++++ 125,000 
Duteee of Yards and Docks....-..+-sse+e+- 956,611 
Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting..... - 1,651,925 
Bureau of Navigation....-.+cccccrscereceres 231,300 
Bureau of Ordnance... ....--ceecsccsecccseccceeessssstees 577,209 


This includes $6,000 for two iron-plated torpedo boats, 
75,000 for torpedo experiments and construction, and 

$15,200 for experiments in ordnance. 
Bureau of Construction and Repairs.......---+-+++ee+ss0s 8,602,300 
This includes $50,000 for the purchase of Seth Wilmarth’s 

patent hydrostatic urrangement for raising turrets. 
Bureau of Steam Engineering.... 
Bureau of Provisions and Clothing 
Bureau of Medicine and Surge 







é OMY -ceereeere eere soe 195,602 

, yo EINE APS ie Uap pe toe “li Sipe 1,036,988 
Total..-.-e++ eeereece coe secceeecvcccsccesveceress $18,196,222 

The bill concludes with the following legislative en- 


actments : 


Provided, That the amount of fifty thousand dollars appropriated 
by section nine of an «ct making eee for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, 
approved July twelfth, eighteen hundred and seventy, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the President in organizing and 
sending out an expedition tothe north pols, shall not be carried to 
the surplus fund or covered into the treasury until the purpose of 
said appropriation shall have been completed, but map be applied 
to expenses of said expedition incurred d_ring any subsequent 
year that said expedition may be engaged on its duties. 

Seo. 2, That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby author- 
ized to have built, by contract in some private yard, a floating 
iron dock, for the repair of naval vessels on their stations, 
and a sum not exceeding one million dollars is hereby 
appropriated for this purpose. And the said contract shall 
only = made to the lowest responsible bidder, and on 

lans and specifications which shall be open for the inspection of 
Bidders for at least ninety days before the day of letting said con- 
tract, after the public notice by advertisement for at least thirty 
days in at least one daily ee —— in each of the cities 
of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, inviting sealed bids for 
such contract, which bids shall be opened and the award of the 
contract made publicly by the Secretary of the Navy, at a time 
and place to be specified in such notice. And no contract shall be 
made for a dock under this section at a cost exceeding one million 
dollars: Provided, That if it be thought best by u board consisting 
of chiefs of the bureaus of “Construction and Repairs,” “ Steam 
Engineering,” and “‘ Yards and Docks,” that plans and specifica- 
tions shall be invited from responsible builders, engineers, and 
others outside of the Navy Department, the Secretary of the Navy 
may, by public advertisement, as provided in this section, advertise 
for such plans and specifications to accompany bids for the con- 
struction of the dock according to the same; in which case the Sec- 
retary of the Navy shall refer all such plans and specifications and 
bids and the bids on the plans furnished by the Department to a 
board of at least five experienced officers, a majority of whom shall 
be constructors and engineers, and one of whom may be an ex- 
perienced civilian engineer, who shall consider and report which of 
allthe bids is the lowest for the purposes of this contract, taking 
into consideration the plans and specifications on which they are 
respectively made: Provided, however, That if the contract shall be 
awarded upon plans and specifications furnished by persons out- 
side of the Department, such contract shall not be entered into 
unless the contractor shall furnish good and sufficient security in 
at least five hundred thousand dollars, in addition to the reverva- 
tions on said contract, that the dock, when completed, shall be 
portable and safe, and shall in all respects answer the purposes for 
which it was built. 

Suc. 3. That no chief of a bureau shall make any contract for 
supplies fur the Navy, to be executed in a foreign country, except 
it be on first advertising for at least thirty days in two daily news- 
papers of the city of New York, inviting sealed bids for furnishing 
the supplies desired, which bids shall be ——_ in the presence of 
the Secretary of the Navy and the he of two bureaus; and 
contracts shall in all cases awarded to the lowest bidder; and 
paymustersfor the Navy on foreign stations shall render, when 
pricticable, with their accounts, for settlement, an official certi- 
ficate from the resident consul, commercial or consular agent of 
the United States, if there be one, to be furnished gratuitously, 
vouching that all purchases and expenditures made = said pay- 
masters were made at the ruling market prices of the port or place 
at the time of purchase or expenditure. 

Szc. 4. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
accept the resignation of any officer in the Navy until the number 
of officers in the grade to which such officer shall belong is re- 
duced to the number authorized by law, whose resignation shall 
take effect on or before the first day of January next, and any 
officer so resigning shall be entitled to one year’s sea pay in addition 
to the pay due such officer at the date when his resignation shall 
take effect: Provded, That this section shall not apply when the 
_— of officers shall have been reduced to the number allowed 

y law. 


Bro. 5. That the officers of the Medical Co: ive li 
of the Navy shall be as follows : rhein 

Fitecn medical directors, who shall have the relative rank of 
captain ; . 4 

fifteen medical inspectors, who shall have the relative rank of 
commander; and 

Fifty surgeons, who shall have the relative rank of lieutenant- 
commander or lieutenant; and each and all of the above-named 
officers of the Medical Corps shall have the pay of surgeons in the 
Navy, as now provided; and medical directors and inspectors on 
duty at sea shall receive the pay of fleet surgeons. 

One hundred assistant surgeons, who shall have the relative rank 
of master or ensign, with the present pay of assistant surgeon in 
the Navy: Provided, That assistant surgeons of three years’ service 
who have been found qualified for promotion by a medical board of 
ae — — the pay of passed assistant surgeons, as now 

rovii ; and pas assistant surgeons shall : 
Dak < lieutenant or master. Mae "the: slate 

And no person under twenty-one or over tw. “Si 
shall hereafter be appointed an assistant surgeon in the Navy. - 

PAY CORPs, 

Sexo. 6. That the officers of the Pay Corps i 
Mavy shall be as follows : y on the active list of the 

Thirteen pay directors, who shall have the relative rank of cap- 


tain ; 
Thirteen pay inspectors, who shall have . 
mander; and * 2 the relative rank of com 
ty paymasters, who shall have the relative rank of lieutenant- 
commander or lieutenant; and each and 
— of the Pay — —v = have the oll of the above-named 
avy, 48 now provi ; and pay directo: 
at re shall receive the pay of fest sepunaten inspectors on duty 
irty passed assistant paymaste: c ‘ 
rank of lieutenant or master, with a yen nat ; oo the ——- 
——_ in the a as now provided; and assistant pay- 
enty assistant paymasters, who shall have the relative rank of 
master or ensign, with the pay of assistg rank o! 
vided: Provided, however, That all lowe aah eaaters, _ — - 
the bonds of paymasters shall continue in full f, andl 4 
and the issuing of a new appointment and — 
ppd 
apply to such new appointment and — in fores and 


as 


Src. 7. That the officers of the Engineer Corps on the active list 
of the Navy shall be as follows: 

Ten chief engineers, who shall have the relative rank of cap- 

A e 

—— chief engineers, who shall have the relative rank of com- 
mander; 

Forty-five chief engineers, who shall have the relative rank of 
lieutenant-commander or lieutenant; and each and all of the above- 
named officers of the Engineer a shall have the pay of chief 
—- of the Navy, as now provided. 

me hundred first assistant engineers, who shall have the relative 
rank of lieutenant or master; and 
_ One hundred second assistant engineers, who shall have the rela- 
tive rank of master or ensign; and the said ussistant engineers 
shall have the pay of first and second assistant engineers of the 
Navy respectively, as now provided. 

Sec. 8. That no person under nineteen or over twenty-six years of 
age shall be appointed a second assistant engineer in the Navy, nor 
shall any person be appointed or promoted in the Engineer 
until after he has been found —- by a board of competent 
engineer and medical officers designated by the Secretary of the 
Navy, and has complied with existing regulations. 

Seo. 9, That of the naval constructors, two shall have the relative 
rank of captain, three of commander, and all others that of lieu- 
tenant-commander or lieutenant ; and assistant naval constructors 
shall have the relative rank of lieutenant or master; four chaplains 
shall have the relative rank of captain, seven that of commander, 
and not more than seven that of lieutenant-commander or lieuten- 
ant; and that the President of the Uuited States is hereby author- 
ized, in his discretion, to determine and fix the relative rank of 
civil engineers: Provided, That the pay of said officers shall not be 
increased. 

Sxo. 10. That the foregoing grades hereby established for the 
staff corps of the N — shall be filled by appointment from the 
highest numbers in corps, according to seniority, and that new 
commissi-ns shall be issued to the officers so appointed, in which 
commissions the titles and grades herein estab! shall be in- 
serted, and no existing commission shall be vacated in the said 
several staff corps, except by the issue of new commissions required 
by the provisions of this act, and no officer shall be reduced in rank 
or lose seniority in his own corps by any change which may be re- 
quired under the provisions of this act; and the officers of the staff 
corps of the Navy* shall precedence in_ their 
several corps, and in their several grades, and with officers of 
the line with whom they hold relative rank, according to length of 
service inthe Navy: Provided, That, in estimating the length of 
service for this purpose, the several officers of the chaff corps shall, 
respectively, take precedence in theirseveral grades and with those 
officers of the line of the N med | with whom they hold relative rank 
who have been in the naval service six years longer than 
officers of said staff corps have been in said service: And provided 
further, That, in estimating such length of service, officers who 
have been advanced or lost numbers on the Navy Register shall be 
considered as having Pye or lost length of service accordingly : 
And provided further, That chiefs of bureaus may be appointed 
officers having the relative rank of captain in the staif corps of the 
Navy on the active list: And provided further, That no staff o: 
shall, in virtue of his relative rank or precedence, have any addi- 
tional right to quarters: And provided further, That any staff officer 
of the Navy who has performed the duty of chief of a bureau of the 
Navy Department for a full term shall thereafter be exempt from 
sea duty, except in time of war. 

Src. 11. That officers of the Medical, Pay, and Engineer Corps, 
chaplains, and professors of mathematics, and also constructors, 
who shall have served faithfully for forty-five years, shall, when 
retired, have the relative rank of commodore; and officers of these 
several corps, who have been or shall be retired at the age of sixty- 
two years, before having served for forty-five years, but who shall 
have served faithfully until retired, on the completion of forty 
years from their entry into the service, shall also from that time 
have the relative rank of commodore; and staff officers who have 
been or shall be retired for causes incident to the service before ar- 
riving at sixty-two years of age, shall have the same rank on the 
retired list as pertained to their position on the active list: Pro- 
vided. however, That noting contained in this section be con- 
wee to increase pay now provided for said several staff 
officers. 

Src. 12. That the chiefs of the Bureaus of Medicine and Surgery 
Provisions and Clothing, Steam Engineering, and Construction and 
a pe shall have the relative rank of commodore while holding 
said position (or if heretofore or hereafter reti therefrom by 
reason of age or length of service), and shall have, respectively, the 
title of Surgeon-General, Paymaster-General, and Engineer-in- 
Chief, and Chief Constructor: Provided, That when the office of 
chief of bureau is filled by a line officer below the rank of commo- 
dore, said officer shall have the relative rank of commodore during 
the time he holds said office: And provided further, That the pay of 
chiefs of bureaus in the Navy Department shall be the highest pay 
of the grade to which they belong, but not below that of commo- 
dore; and officers of the staff now on the retired list shall have the 
rank thereon to which they would have been entitled had they re- 
mained on the active list unless they shall be entitled to higher 
rank; that commanding officers of vessels of war and of naval stu- 
tions shall take precedence over all officers placed under their com- 
mand; and the Secretary of the Navy may, in his discretion, detail 
a line officer to act as the aid or executive of the commanding officer 
of a vessel of war or naval station, which officer shall, when not 
impracticable, be next in rank to said commanding officer, and 
assuch aid or executive shall, while executing the orders of the 
commanding officer on board such vessel or at such station, take 
precedence over all officers attached to such vessel or station ; and 
all orders of such aid or executive shall be ed as pr 
from the commanding officer; and such aid or executive 
have no independent authority in consequence of such detail; and 
staff officers senior to the officers 'so detailed shall have the right to 
communicate di y with the commanding o ; and in proces- 
sions on shore, on courts-martial, summary courts, courts of inquiry, 
boards of survey, and all other boards, line and staff officers shall 
take precedence according to rank. : ‘ 

Sxc. 13. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

Approved March 3, 1871. 


In presenting this amended bill to the House, Mr. 
Stevens of the conference committee said: “I desire to 
say in regard to that portion of the report regulating the 
official relations of the several corps in the Navy, that it 
is in most respects the bill which passed this House some 
time since by a very large majority. Although 
the committee of conference were not able to 
embody in terms that bill in this report, yet I think I 
may safely say that very much has been gained to the 
Navy, and very much to the staff corps of the Navy, by 
the provisions of this bill as amended. Substantially, 
there were but two points of difference between the com- 





lating the staff corps of the Army; or whether it should 
be an assimilated, imperfect, inchoate rank, or a fixed, 
positive, actual rank; and I think that it was the opinion 
of the committee that had it in charge, that this bill con- 
ferred upon the staff of the Navy the same rank and of- 
ficial position that are enjoyed by the staff corps of the 
Army—at least the same corresponding position. There 
was some sensitiveness in regard to terms, and in that 
particular discussion became necessary. I wish to say, Mr. 


* The words and naval constructors follow here in the bill as pre- 
eoited by the conference committee, adopted by the House and 





lished in the Globe. do not however, in the 
eaetit the bil approved Dy the ,— Bo, JouRNAL.) 


mittees of the two Houses upon this question. The first. 
was in regard to whether the staff corps of the Navy’ 
should have actual rank, in conformity to the law regu- | pee and 
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eau 


Speaker, that while the term ‘relative’ is used in con- 
ferring position and rank upon the staff corps, my belief 
is that a fair and liberal interpretation of the 

of the bill by the Navy Department, and those charged 
with its execution, will place the staff corps of the Navy 
in the same position in relation to that organization that 
is conferred upon the staff corpsof the Army. That was 
the purposs of the bill as it originally passed the House, 
add a just interpretation will accomplish it. There was 
another difference of opinion between the committees, 
and that was as to the position and precedence cf the 
‘executive officer.’ Upon that we have compromised, 
modifying the law and regulations upon that subject, 
and giving authority to the Secretary of the Navy to de- 
tail an officer to act as the aid or executive of the captain 
or commandant, and restricting his power und functions. 
I have made these statements because they are matters 
of great interest to the Navy, and I desired this expla- 


nation to go out with the bill.” 


Mr. Washburn of Wisconsin—“ I ask for a vote upon 
agreeing to the report.” 

The report of the committee of conference was agreed 
to. 

Mr. Washburn of Wisconsin moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the report of the committee of conference 
was agreed to, and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 





VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 
Tue U. 8. corvette Shenandoah is reported at South- 


ampton. : 

Tue U. 8S. steamer Saranac left San Francisco March 
1, and proceeded to Mare Island with the U. S. stea mer 
Nyack in tow. 


Tae Senate on the 4th of March confirmed the nom- 
ination of William Failing to be third lieutenant in the 
Revenue Marine Service. 


A GRAND ball was given on board the Tennessee at 
Kingston on the night of the 13th iust., which was at- 
tended by the notabilities of the island. 


In the U. 8. Senate, Marsh 15, Mr. Osborn of 
Florida, from the Committe on Naval Affairs, reported a 
bill for the restoration of Commander George A. Ste- 
vens, of the U. 8. Navy, to the active list, which was 


A Marrve Summary Court-martial was ordered to 
convene at the Marine Barracks, Brooklyn, New York, 
March 38, 1871, for the trialof Orderly ay ag Richard 
8. Lyons of the United States receiving ship Vermont, 
and Privates James O’Brien and Horace L. Simmons. 
Detail for the court: First. Lieutenant George H. 
Welles, senior member; Second Lieutenant 8. K. Allen, 
U. . Marine Co i E. 


Apvices from the city of Mexico to the 6th inst. in- 
form us that the United States sloop-of-war Cyane, Com- 
mander Hopkins, arrived at Salina from Alaska on the 
17th = a ——— ee oe Amer- 
ican Tehuant anal surveyi explori 
dition. The _— States has received a tele. 

phic message m General Cook, commanding at 
i: id Barracks, Texas, congratulating him on the 
completion of the telegraph line between the city of 
Mexico and Camargo. 

Tue United States steamers Zennessce and Nantasket, 
with the members of the St. Domingo Commission, 


reported, have delighted 
rived at Samana bay February 23, from Santo 
City, bringing news five days later than that 

the -Tybee. On the 18th Commissioner Andrew D. te 
left Santo Domingo City on an overland trip to Puerto 
Plata. At the latter place he will be taken on board the 


Nantasket and proceed to Port-au-Prince, the tal 
of Hayti, where by t he will 
an interview with José former President 


of Dominica, and now leader of the forces opposed to 
Baez. 


Via Kingston, Jamaica, March 11, we learn from As- 
pinwall, March 7, that Commander Barclay and Paymaster 
Macmahon, of the United States steamer Resaea, had 
arrived from Panama. They report that Commander 
Selfridge, of the Darien expedition, with four officers 
and fourteen men, and ten laborers, left Paya on the 
15th ult., in a steam launch, expecting to be a week. 
Others of the expedition were prosecu survey of 
the course of the Zu: river, and continue until 
they met the party the Atlantie coast. The Ossi- 


Jamestown are expected to. 


: a 
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and rosa ten heer The 
a one mile wide at 
Garrachiné is a small town of 
800 or 400 inhabitants, of whom only about 10 are white 
uctions of the country are fruits | 7, i. editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 
Panama. Srr: Last Monday evening the monotony of our little 

post was broken by the apparition of a Mexican at a late 
hour of the night asking for the commanding officer, 
stating that he had “mucho bueno” news for him. The | ion,” in your paper of the 4th inst. permit me to quote 
aforesaid officer being found, the Mexican proceeded to | trom the prospectus, page 2 and eighth line: “ But the 
the officers thoroughly proficient, and it needs but favor- | inform him that the first detachment of the long expect- 
ing gales to send her into the Golden Gate in one hun- 


on Tuyra river, surveyin 
ra is found to be a large river, 
pon fo wg Raper 


men. The'only 
and rubber, which find a markct in 


Tue frigate California, second rate, twenty-three guns, 
Captain John B. Clitz, sailed this week for San Francisco, 
from her ancho off the Bettery. The ship, says the 


Times, ia in splendid order, the crew is well 


rilled, and 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE MESCALERO APACHES COMING IN. 


ed Mescalero Apaches had made their appearance at 4/ , ,ount insured.” 


the ball-room floor resounded with merry trampling of 
many feet, which continued until the wee small — 


Austin, TEXAS, February 23, 1871. 








ARMY AND NAVY LIFE INSURANCE. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 
Sir: In answer to the inquiries made by “Canon- 


whole assets of the company to be liable for the full 
Of course this means that the losses 


dred days hence, as the model of the vessel is as hand-| ranch on the Rio Rue Dosa in a half or two-thirds state in the military branch will be paid out of the funds of 


some as the finest clipper. 


make the 


captain to call in for the purpose of filling up the bread- 
iockets, and replenishing stores. The cruise, which 
will be made under sail alone, except in crossing the 
doldrums, and in passing through the Straits of Magellan, 
when steam will be used, will be of great service in 
drilling and perfecting the officers and crew in their pro- 
fession: The fine frigate will thus be able to compete 
with all comers in the bay of San Francisco in any exer- 
cise pertaining toa man-of-war. It is not likely that 
the ship will ever return to the eastern coast of the con- 
tinent. Her cruising ground hereafter will be in the 
broad Pacific, and may she fly her pennant there for many 
years. The California is to become the flagship of the Paci- 
fic squadron, of which Rear-Admiral John Winslow is 
now commauder. The headquarters of the squadron is San 
Francisco, and the cruising ground extends the entire 
length of the west coasts of the North and South Amer- 
ican continents, and to the Sandwich and Midway Islands 
in the Pacific. The cruise of the ship will cover a period 
of three years, when she will undergo the usual repairs 
at the Mare Island Navy-yard and again resume her 
duties. All mails for the ship should be sent to San 
a, where she is expected to arrive in the month of 

y: 








NAVY GAZETTE. 





REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


Maron 8.—Carpenter Wm. M. Laighton, to et in the equip- 
ment department at the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, N. H. 

Marcu 10.—Passed Assistant Paymasters John Furey, Francis 

. Gillett, Jared Linsly, Jr., and Frank H. Arms, to examination 

for promotion. 

now 13.—Lieutenant Henry G. Macy, to the South Atlantic 


leet. 
en Assistant Engineer Wm. H. Harris, to the Navyy-yard, 
ston, 
Maxcu 14.—Commodore E. G. Parrott, to command the Navy- 
yard, Mare Island, Cal,, on the 15th prox. 


DETACHED. 


Marcu 8.—Lieutenant-Commander Silas W. Terry, froin the 
Naval Academy, and ordered to the Severn. 

Ensigns James Franklin and Nelson T. Houston, from signal 
duty, and ordered to the Asiatic Fleet. 

Misom 9.—Lieutenant-Commander Walter Abbot, from torpedo 
duty, and waiting orders. 

utenant-Commander Charles H. Pendleton, from the Navy- 
yard, Washington, and ordered to the Naval Oservatory. 

First Assistant Engineer Caleb E. Lee, from the Naval Station, 
Mound City, Ill, and granted a furlough for six months. 

Maxca li — Master M. Bolles, from the Navy-yard, Boston, and 
ordered to the Helief on the 20th inst. 

First Assistant Engineer Joseph Trilley, from the Navy-yard, 
Norfolk, Va., and ordered to the Shawmut. 

Maxcu 13.—Master Edwin CO. Pendleton, from the Hydrographic 
Oftice, and ordered to the Portsmouth, South Atlantic Fieet. 

ter George H. Church, from the Portsmouth, South Atlantic 
Fleet, and ordered to return to the United States. 

First Assistant Engineer C. Blye, from the Pacifie Fleet, 
and ordered to return home. 

Makoun 14.—Commodore J. R. Goldsborough, from the command 
of the Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal., on the 15th prox., and placed 
on waiting orders. 

Assistant Surgeon Alfred Griffith, from the Navy-yard, New 
York, and ordered to the Relies. 


ORDERS REVOKED. 


Marcu 9.—The orders of Lieutenant Wm. H. Emory, to the Re- 
lief, and resume duties at the Naval Observatory. 
orders of Master Wm. M. Paul, to the elie, and placed on 
sick leave. 
Mancu 14,—Passed Assistant Surgeon Lewis 8. Pilcher’s orders 
to the Relief, and ordered to the Navy-yard, New York. 
RESIGNED. 


Manrcu 9.—First Assistant Engineer Thomas M. Dukehart. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 
Mareh 11, 1871: 
wo Latiritz, landsman, February 27, Naval Hespital, New 
ork. 
Michael Johnson, landsman, March 8, Naval Hospital, Norfolk. 





CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS, 


Tae following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, viz. : 


Second Lieutenant Green Clay Goodloe, U. S. Marine Corps,—On 
the 7th inst. relieved 
racks, and ordered to me 
Genlbtndataduek Seerine Daehn, weaken Dae om 
m ashington, D. C., and or- 
dered to the Portsmouth, N. H., Barracks for duty.” I 








LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK FOST-OFFICS. 


Tue following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
Office on the dates given, These letters are retained in the New 


York Office for‘one month from date, after which they are sent to | occasion, and I must say it was oil on the troubled waters 
of my existence. 


from signal duty at Brooklyn, N. Y., Bar. | te mazes of the waltz or the intricate figures of a cotil- 


our friends were incamp. A dusky son of the forest 
rose up to greet us as we dismounted, the smooth-flow- 
| ing gutturals of the Apache falling like music on my 
lears. One look at this scion of the Apache royal house 
| and I threw myself inte his arms in a transport of de- 
light, while tears of honest joy coursed down my cheeks. 
He was the only man I had ever seen as thin as my- 





sel 

This gentle savage proved to be the Sub-Chief José La 
Paz, whose innoceut pastimes we so rudely broke in upon 
last summer while on “ scout” in the Guadalupe moun- 
tains. Far from considering me as the enemy of his race, 
he, by the aid of an interpreter, expressed great pleasure 
at meeting so distinguished a warrior as your humble 
servant—adding in the same breath a few very insinuat- 
ing inquiries as to whether I happened to have my flask 
with me, giving emphasis to the inquiry by pronounce- 
ing the word whiskey! in excellent English. Not hav- 
ing anticipated this very natural want of the noble red 
man, I was fain to compromise with half of my smoking 
tobacco. For a few moments the conversation flowed in 
easy channels, Mr. La Paz speaking in heartfelt terms 
of the noble work accomplished by Mr. Vincent Colyer, 
and his intrepidity in visiting all the Indians on the res- 
ervations with only one company to protect him. My 
equanimity was here upset by the most villanous face I 
ever saw being protruded over my shoulder—a face in- 
deed that in the Kast would convince judge and jury that 
its owner was guilty of the Nathan murder. For the 
first time it occurred to me that I was unarmed, but 
worst of all, my flask was left behind also. I stood in 
need of a gentle stimulant. Here the female portion of 
the family were introduced. I can only account for the 
evident want of style here exhibited by the siege of 
Paris. The easy assurance for which I am noted when 
there is no particular danger having deserted me, and 
an unpleasant way my friend from southern New Mexi- 
co had of looking at me, convinced me it was time to go. 
So inviting Mr. La Paz—who by the way bears an ex- 
traordinary likeness to Henry Ward Beecher—to join us, 
and directing the others to follow in the morning, we 
rode back to the post. We now have two mfen and an 
number of women and children here; and from what 
La Paz says, the others are all coming in. And in fin- 
ishing this rather long letter, it occurs to me that I can 
perhaps do a humane action through the columns of 
your widely read paper. We have on hand for adoption 
in respectable families two orphan Apache children, 
whose parents died suddenly last summer. References 
exchanged. Don QUIXOTE. 
Forr Stanton, New Mexico, February 18. 








HOW THEY ENJOY THEMSELVES IN TEXAS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: The troops at this post are Company D, Tenth 
Infantry, Captain E. E. Sellers, commanding; Second 
Lieutenant E. R. Clark, Tenth Infantry, acting assistant 
quartermaster, acting commissary of subsistence and post 
adjutant, with Acting Assistant Surgeon I. J. Culver, U.S. 
Army, in charge of post hospital, all under the command 
of Major J. K. Mizner, Fourth Cavalry. We have at 
this post a garrison varieties troupe, composed of the 
ablest talent in that line, I think, to be found in any one 
eompany in the service. The troupe is under the man- 
agement of our mutual friend E. Whiting, who deserves 
great praise, as do all the members, for their untiring 
efforts to please all. On last Wednesday evening, Feb- 
ruary 22, the troupe gave au entertainment closing with 
a grand military ball, in honor of the memory of the 
great Washington. The attendance from the goodly 
city of Austin was very large, in fact so large as to ex- 
clude most of the soldiers; but they did not care, for 
every citizen had to shy in his four bits, and that was a 
consolation to Uncle Samuel’s boys. After the conclu- 
sion of the entertainment, which passed off amid shouts 
of laughter, the audience adjourned to the ball-room, 
where the floor managers, First Sergeant J. Hooten, 
Sergeant P. McNamara, and Privates E. Whiting and J. 
Dingmore, soon had all enjoying themselves hugely amid 





lion. The hall was decorated in a style truly beautiful 
with flags, arms, and all the paraphernalia of warfare, 
together with evergreens cut from neighboring cedars; 
and I must say it refleets great credit on the 

ment for the fine taste displayed on the occasion. 
Among the guests present were the officers and their 
ladies. At two o'clock supper was announced, and then 
I had a chance to see the good things prepared for the 


For one reason or another, although 















the Dead-Letter Office, Washington: 
ARMY. 
Marca 10. 
Burke, T. F’., Colonel. McCall dD. al. 
Catlow, Smith, Captain. | Polen veka oes 
J. J., Captain. Proat, Captain. 
) Sune | Russell, “A og 
0.1, Colonel. Ta Mayor, 


BP Fon, To By Captaingy gh gern Br Coptain, 


Texas water, earth, and air teem with materials for the 
| very' poetry of food, and dinner might here be glorified, 
| there is nowhere in the world where thousands of souls 
feed so poorly and dine go little as the people of Texas. 
The dining hall was a model of neatness, and the tables 
arranged with artistic Skill, and presided over by Ser- 
geant M. O'Donoghue, who deserves no small amount of 


ter ( 


have to be paid, an 
should be retired officers. 


hag abe is likely to | of starvation, Feeling a strong desire to see “ Lo” in his i ife Insurance Company, if there should 
be more tedious than that of any man-of-war which has | wild state, I asked on obtained permission to ride out to the &. Louls L —. 
gone to the Pasific in years, since the California is to| meet these dusky warriors. With Colonel Emil Fritz, 
passage direct, without touching at a single | our worthy post trader, I started.. After a rapid ride by 
port, unless a very protracted voyage should compel the | meonlight of fourteen miles we reached the ranch where 


happen to be such an excessive mortality as to absorb 
the accumulations in the Army and Nayy branch. 
Such a result is by no means anticipated, however, as 
all the statistics obtained lead us to enjoy hopes of a 
rate of mortality not in excess of the average. 

Permit me to give an extract of a letter written by a 
distinguished actuary (Mr. Homans) on the subject of 
having classes in a company: 

“ These classes or branches are formed for the purpose 
of ascertaining and dividing equitably the surplus aris- 
ing from the payments of persons composing such class 
or branch, and is an admirable arrangement for that 
purpose, as in no other way can full and exact justice be 
administered. It affords the means of granting the ben- 
efits of life insurance to persons whose mode of life, 
place of residence, liability to danger, etc., are peculiar, 
without on theone hand charging an excessive premium, 
or on the other participating a <7 created wholly 
or in great part by others.” Yours truly, 

rae Te GreGorY & Houston. 
New York, March 16, 1871. 





The following letters on the subject of life insurance in 
the Army have also been sent to us for publication: 


War DepartMent, WAsuineton, March 4, 1871. 
General J. B. Kiddoo, 205 Broadway, New York. 
Dear Sir: I have considered the matter of life insurance 
for the Army, as presented in your prospeetus, and in view of 
the arguments therein in favor of *‘ selecting some well estab- 
lished and well managed life insurance company and form- 
ing a separate branch or class therein,’’ I am of the opinion 
that this would be the best mode of securing the benefit 
desired. Very traly yours, 

Wa. W. Betxnap, Secretary of War. 
Navy Department, WaAsuinaton, March 8, 1871. 
General Charles Ewing, Washington, D.C. 
Dear Sir: I have read the prospectus and papers of the 
Army and Navy branch of the St. Louis Life Insurance 
Company. To no class of persous are the advantages flowing 
from the principles of lite insurance of more consequence 
than to officers of the Navy, who, while they are themselves 
constantly exposed to danger, are without any ordinary 
means of making lasting provision for their families. = 
I have no personal knowledge of this particular institution 


Y lor of its managers, but the plan proposed strikes me very 


favorably, and, in the hands of responsible parties, will, L 
think, be found to be happily adapted to the condition of 
the naval service, and well calculated to secure to its mem- 
bers and their families the benefits of the principles to which 
I have referred. I am, sir, very truly yours, 

Geo. M. Rogeson, Secretary of the Navy. 


ANOTHER PLAN OF LIFE INSURANCE. 


To the Editor of the Armyand Navy Journal. 
Sir: Enclosed please find a copy of the Constitution 
and By-laws of the U. 8. R. R. M. Life Insurance Associ- 
ation, which I hope you will publish in order to give 
Army officers an understanding of this simple method of 
insurance, and which I[ understand from members of the 
association is the least expensive of any method yet de- 
vised. The method is to pay one dollar on the death of 
every member towards making up his insurance policy, 
and in three years, I am told, it has only cost the mem- 
bers of the U.S. R. R. M. Life Insurance Association, 
I think, about five dollars per annum, or in that neigh- 
borhood. . 
Of course there are several alterations necessary to 
perfect this for the use of the Army and Navy, vut that 
could easily be accomplished. The entrance fees would 
probably have to be a little higher. And there should 
be a secretary and a treasurer sepafate, giving one to 
the Army and the other to the Navy. Again, these of- 
fices might be filled by retired officers, to whom a small 
additional pay would be of benefit, and who would hon- 
estly and faithfully devote all their time to the business, 
which a duty officer could not do, and which we do not 
want a citizen for. 
I hope a meeting of officers will be called at some con- 
venient city this spring, so that the Army and Navy can 
immediately have a good insurance company. Al! feel 
the need of it, and the longer we delay the more we are 
in danger of not receiving proper benefit. 
The method of the U.S. R. R. M. Life Insurance As- 
sociation is so simple and easy of comprehension, so 
free from fraud or money-making, and at the same time 
so cheap, as to come within the reach of all, for not more 
than ten officers are likely to die in one year of peace; 
thus it will easily be seen what a small sum is necessary 
for an officer to pay, in comparison with regular compa- 
nies, who keep a large number of salaried officers, In 
this association, only the secretary and treasurer would 
i they only a small sum, as they 





Let us go to work speedily, 

that we may have the benefit of it ere we die. 
INSURANCE. 

CLEVELAND, Ou10, February 11, 1871. 

[Our correspondent’s letter makes the plan he proposes 


sufficiently clear without the publication of the Consti- 
tution and By-laws he sends us. His recommenilation 
of this plan of life insurance is made in evident igno- 
rance of the fact that itis not novel. It has been. xre- 
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‘Manca 18, 1877. 


it Has cost Hie menibers of the association referred to 
but five dollars a yeut, is explained by the fact which 
appears in their report that they have now but 528 mem- 
Ders, so that the heirs of those who have died can have 
received but a few hundred dollars at the most, or hardly 
more than enough to cover their: faneral expenses. The 
certainty that one’s family will receive a definite sum in 
case.of: dedth is the argument for life insurance; and 
that an.essociation. on the plan proposed fails to give 
this certainty, becomes evident, at once from an exami- 
nation of the report of the U.S. Railroad Mutual Life 
Insurance Association.—EDITOR JOURNAL. ] 





AN EXAMPLE TO BE IMITATED. 


To thé Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sir: A’movement was litely got up in'‘our company, 
which was so happily carried into effect, and has worked 
so admirably, that I venture to intrude on your space 
while I explain its nature and benafits, in the hope that 
the men of other companies may start a similar move- 
ment, and carry it to'as pleasant.an issue. 

On the 1st of January last we got, up.a “ Temperance 
Union,” restricting the membership exclusively to the 
company. We had a moderate set of by-laws and a 
pretty stringent/oath framed ; and at our ‘first meeting 
we mustered over. twenty members. Now our strength 
is over three-fourths of the entire company. 

In connection with the society we have an excellent 
library and readiug-room, for which we weekly procure 
all the leading newspapers; and, being fortunately in 
possession of a large assortment of well-selected books, 
the men have all a high appreciation of this “sanctum 
sanctorum ;” another great benefit of which is the quiet 
and seclusion it affords to the members when. writing 
their letters; an adyantage which can only be duly ap- 
preciated by those who’ ‘have endeavored’ to commune 
with their friends at home amid the brain-addling and 
elbow-nudging confusion of a large barrack room. 

It is premature, at this embryo stage of our society, to 
sum up all its benefits. Ina moral and social séhse the 
advantages must be obvious, while the: opportunities of 
self-improvement which our. library and reading-room 
afford cannot fail fo be of immense sarvice to the mem- 
bers. 

Lshould mention that our entrance money is $1, and 
our monthly subscription 50 cents, by which we are rap- 
idly accumulating funds, while the individual contribu- 
tion of ¢ach member is scarcely felt. The disposal of 
this fund will be determined and arranged: by the vote 
of the society. Most probably it will take the form of a 
grand supper and ball on the 4th of July, when, I amcon- 
fident, we can evince our patriotism, spend a pleasant 
evetiing, and enjoy a “flow of soul and feast of reason ” 
without the inspiration of the deleterious stuff sold here 
under the name of whiskey, 

It is-pleasant to‘observe the community of feeling en- 
gendered among the men by their co-membership. 

I am confident a society like ours would be an incal- 
culable good to any company, and I should rejoice to see 
such a thing more general throughout the Army. 

ONE OF, THE (DouGH) Boys. 
Company H, Firreenra Inranrry, Forr WINGATE, 
N. M., February 19, 1871. 





HOW TO IMPROVE THE ARMY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Will-you not relieve the anxieties and féars of a 
large number of your readers of the file of the Army, 
and set at rest the endless discussion of a question which 
you can better inform us about than any other authori- 
ty? The impression obtains that ‘the pay of the sol- 
diers is to be reduced from $16 to $11 per month, and 
that the clothing allowance is ‘also. to be reduced. Is 
there any prospect of such action? ‘And im asking the 
question, Permit me to make afew remarks, speaking 
for more than myself in the ranks. .The increase of pay 
proper of the Army during the war was by no means an 
increase in proportion to the increase of ‘pay and salaries 
of higher servants'of the people. Nor is it, since a par- 
tial return to normial values and rédticed cost of food and 
articles of clothing, too much, as the whole 30,000 privates 
of the Army will testify—particularly those upon the 
frontier, where the ordinary accessories of comfort. are 
at a figure surpassing even the piratical prices of the 
sutler Jews of the war,.. Allow.me.to.say here that 
the Army of the United States ought-to be a corps of 
picked men—men who enter it.as a profession, with all 
the opportunities for advaneement and promotion possi- 
ble to be afforded to enlisted men who bring inrelligence, 
character, sobriety, and courage as their contribution to- 
ward the effiviency of the Army. Let these mén be of 
the highest physical type as well as wearers of good cra- 
niums, and at least furvished with a fair English educa- 
tion. Let this corps of men, selected with a care fully 
equal to that bestowed upon the candidates for the Storm 
Signal Corps, be paid not less than $25 per month, with 
a liberal allowance of clothing, and the country will be 
the gainers by it. financially, morally, and, above all, in 
a military point of view. There would be first a higher 
class of men of better material, few desertions, no brawl- 
ing, blackguardism, blasphemy, and the hundred name- 
less dirtinesses that stain the character of the service and 
make it all but intolerable to any decent mam. It would 
alter the Army from a mob of licentious mercenaries to 
an organization of intelligence, of ' power, and efficiency. 
It would induce native Americans to enlist—a point far 
too little considered by the mass of tax-paying. people 
and apparently not at all ‘by the powers that be in 
Washington. And I do not by this ‘mean to ‘adert any 
Know-Nothing (doctrine, whiled 6 assert that thé Ary 
would -be better in every. way were, there.more of the 
real native element in it. A very large percentage of 


those who ‘appear on ‘the rofs’ as -wative-bor are merec. 
ly, horn in: this eountey-of foreigtipdrents; anditre to alt 
intents and purposes not native 
is unfortunately composed of 


Americans. The Army 
the refuse of society, 
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drones, scallawags, jail-birds, and drunken loafers, who 
enlist to escape work, to hide from.-policemen, and eséape 
the righteous verdict of juries. Nor can this be avoided 
under the present system. Thereshould be better ap- 
pointments-for the Army .in. every department; The 
Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments particu- 
larly require a thorough reorganization. In what par- 
ticulars [ will not here discuss; but the most faulty ar- 
my- commissariat in the world is that of this country. 
Both departments are on the basis of fifty years ago. 
Had the rebels had a better-trainingithan our own, the is- 
sue of the war might have been different. And for one, I 
trust that the visit of Lieutenant-General Sheridan to Ku- 
rope will result in some radical changes in our Army or- 
ganization, one of which I trust will not be a reduction of 
pay. Iventure to say, and I will not be one of them, that 
vf 50,000 men not one-third would be left in. the ranks 
three months from the date of reduction; and these. men 
would consider that they had,done ne wreng. They say 
the Government tacitly. agreed to give us $16 per month, 
and if it breaks its bargain, we certainly.are not bound 
by the other half. This is soldier logic, and. the re- 
cruits at $11 per month would be of the lowest and 
worst class, seeking a temporary asylum in the Army, 
and,they would prefer the guard house to guard duty. 
In conclusion, let me say that the Army is bad enough 
without making it worse by a reduction of pay. There 
are many things in our Army which need reformation 
much more than the pay of the soldier, and they ought 
to be ventilated ; among them the habits and qualifica- 
tions of officers; the regimental, post, or ‘company 
funds; the leakages in quartermaster and commissar 
issues, ete:, etc. ; all of which I would like to write up if 
you will give me permission. OTHOLU. 
Fort Ferrerman, W. T., Feb. 13, 1871. 

HINTS FOR THE WAR OFFICE.—IL. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 1 

Sin: Under existing regulations the Commissary 
Department is directed to issue: daily to each enlisted 
man ata permanent post eighteen ounces of flour or 
soft bread. The practice is to issue eighteen ounces’ of 
flour to each man, bake the total amount in the ‘post 
bakery, and issue eighteen ounces of soft bread. Now 
by using a fair quality of flour and employing. proper 
care in the baking, the eighteen our.ces of flour becomes 
twenty-four ounces of bread. There is thus saved’ on 
each bread-eater six ounces of bread daily, or one hun- 
dred and eighty ounces in a month; or for a regiment 
of five hundred men, ninety thousand ounces, equivalent 
to five thousand loaves of bread of eighteen ounces each, 
which, selling at its usual price of five cents a loaf, 
amounts to $250 per month for each regiment. 

Out of this amount are deducted the trifling expenses of 
the bakehouse. From the remainder is taken fifty pér 
cent. for the regimental fund, and the balance is called 
a post fund and expended nominally for the maintenance 
of a post garden and the formation of a post library. 

I propose to discuss the last two items in a future 
paper. My purpose at present is simply and respectfully 
to say, that while the ration of flour is ample, the ration 
of soft bread is too small. By the careful explanation 
as above given, the War Office will readily see that the 
ration \of ‘bread could be increased to twenty ounces 
without costing the Government one cent. And there 
would be this additional advantage in its favor; the good 
men of the command, whose stomachs are just as large 
as when in the war their ration of bread was twenty-two 
ounces and their work not a whit more severe than the 
constant fatigue duty of the present, would be satisfied 
and make no more complaints. ARMY BLUE. 








UNIVERSAL MILITARY EDUCATION. 
To the Editor of Nie Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: We have received one lesson in our own persons 
during the frightful civil war which cost so much blood 
and treasure to both North and South, and we can learn 
another from Prussia and France at this present moment, 
without “ paying the piper.” This last one partakes of 
the nature of a geometrical demonstration, so logical and 
direct are the deductions we may derive from it. 

If the gallant volunteers who filled the ranks of the 
Federal Army at the commencement of our strife had 
been fully instructed in the use of firearms and conver- 
sant.with military discipline and its requirements what 
a different result would we have obtained at the first 
battle of Bull Run. In conversation with Confederate 
officers after “the cruel war was over,” they admitted 
that our men were as good marksmen and horsemen as 
those in their service, but at the beginning of the war 
they considered their soldiers far superior in these re- 
spects. 

In order to prove the ignorance of some of the men ed- 
ucated in large cities in reference to the use of arms, I 
would relate what occurred to an officer who was leading 
a band of recruits which had been collected in our 
northern cities to New Mexico. On one occasion, when 
an alarm had been given that there were hostile Indians 
in the vicinity of the camp, he issued ammunition and 
ordered the men to load; he inspected their muskets, and 
was astonished to find that in one-third of them the ball 
end of the cartridge had been inserted first, thus ronder- 
ing their arms useless in case.of an attack, 

Now as regards the lesson to be learned from the pres- 
ent European combatants. France has been overpowered 
| by a nation which has educated each male citizen intoa 
| soldier. The means used by Prussia to effect this grdat 
result could be exercised only by a despotic government, 
and would be repugnant to our free institutions. In 
Prussia, the name of every male when born is registered 
at the appointed office in the town or district where his 
parents reside; if he attains the age of nineteen years, 
the law compels him to leave his trade, college, or, pur- 
suit, and to serve as. soldier for three ‘years, ‘the govern 
ment paying his,expenses during. that. time, ,,Imdome 
cases the pareut obtains a permit allowing his son We AGN 4 
ae Yolittecr for one year, but’ in this case he must be 
all his own expenses. This service of one or three years 
is just as stringent as if the young man had enlisted for 











that-time. After its satisfactory co he is allowed 
to return to’ his occupation ty ot ; but must be 
ready at all times to resume his military.career.._In-a 
werd, every. man in. Prussia is in the army, but most of 
the soldiers generally enjoy an indefinite leave of absence 
during “ the piping times of peace.” We sew by this that 
at the very epoch in their lives when these young men 
are compelled to serve their country and to resign their 
own advancement, most specimens of American youth 
have commenced the battle of. life for themsely: 
Young America would snap its fingers at the old f 
government should it dare to demand three of the best 
years of its life for the public service, and detain it from 
the pursuit of success in commerce, in the trades, or in 
the professions, mh , 

Tlaving received these two lessons, are we to disregard 
them, and await further experience before recognizi 
the necessity of educating our people to the use of arms 
To some, “ experience is like the stern lights of a ship, 
which only itlumine the'path it has Tiaedett over.” Will 
it be thus with our ever boastful nation? Are we not 
smart enough to appreciate our neighbor’s drubbing 
without waiting to receive one ourselves for our own 
stupidity Pp : 
Judging from the past and the present, all must agree 
that such an education must be of great advantage, and 
tlie only discussion which can arise will be in reference 
to the means to be used in order to accomplish og 
desired result. If it was necessary only to educate the 
sons of. the affluent. in this respect, volunteer organiza- 
tions might be readily formed; but'we want the bone and 
sinew of the entire country educatedin the same manner, 
as these last constitute the strength of an army. 
To effect this, it has occurred to me that as publi¢ 
schools, are new in operation in all the States under 
the. control of the State governments, they would 
be the proper stocks on which to graft this new system. 
Each ‘State could introduce daily military instruction 
and discipline into these institutions. Every boy would 
thus gain the requisite knowledge, and the discipline en- 
forced would tend to habituate his mind and will to the 
principle of obedience, and render him not only fit to 
become a soldier but a good citizen. ~Tegistative' 
enactment could also compel select schools to devote one 
hour daily to military instruction. Inspectors or assist- 
ant adjutunt-generals with proper salaries could be ap- 
pointed for each district to enforce obedience to these 
laws in both public and private schools, and to give their 
personal attention to both drills and discipline, making 
regular reports to the adjutant-general of the State. — 

The necessity for a general military education, exists ; 
and L have here proposed a method which might work 
well with existing institutions and accomplish the end 
desired. This would take the necessary time from 
boyhood, and not, as the Prussian system does, from 
man’s life. BENICIA. 

BENICIA, CALIFORNIA, February 14, 1871. 








ARMY, SHADOWS. 
POST TRADERS, 


Tun alpha of prices—the omega of goods. It is in- 
comprehensible how so self-evident a swindle has been 
permitted to build itself into an institution at all 
the United States military posts. 

This wondrous nineteenth century gives, generous 
latitude to the acquisition of wealth, looking little atits 
modus operandi so long: as the result is success; Raphi 
positive and glaring imposition, especially upon thos 
whose situation forbids them to. protect themselves, is 
still tabooed among all decent business men the world 
over. ‘ tad 
There are thousands in every community whose whole 
aim in life is to prey upon their fellow-man, but the 
public press constantly warns us of the presence of such 
vipers, anid the law in a measure protects us from their 
evil mare wave on ve z veh rt 

What'then is this power, laughing a press, law 
and public opinion, that thus openly sucks the life-blood 
of the soldiers? What is this monstrous rascality that 
our military authorities, composed of educated gentle- 
men and honorable men, have so blindly permitted to 
fasten upon the rank and file of our Army? 

What is this post trader? Let me cast his shadow ty 
the following imaginary proposition to any respectal 
store-keeper. 

Sir, L say to the proprietor—as I look around a fine 
store, the shelves well filled with first-class goods at 
moderate prices—sir, you have everything Al here, and 
no doubt realize a fair profit in your honorable trade, and 
have the respect of the community among whom you 
move; but let me beg of you to sell out, leave such con- 
tracted channels of honorable business, and take the po- 
sition of post trader at military post, now. for. sale, 
Your fortune is made; you can buy up all-the slop and 
worst goods you ean, put your first-class labels on, hex 
your first-class boxes (but you hardly need do that), and, 
prepare to, sell to “ the miserable, ignorant soldiers.” Oh, 
you need not be afraid; the poor fools will rep to buy, 
and will-be made to pay you your own prices. 
the miserable devils wil want some stimulant, and a 
little camphene, end some sugar, and a squirt of tobacco 
juice, which you kindly have always on hand at your 
soldiers’ bar, at 25 cents per dram, costs. you noth Sha 
hat ha! Sell out then, my dear friend, and. seize 
glorious, this hoaorable opportunity to make money, and 
benefit your fellow-man. 


“Get thee behind me, Satan!” exclaims the disgusted 


business man. ; ¢ 

Sith being the shadow, Mr. Editor, what-substance do 
I offer as -substitate? Simply that the Military Buread 
either authorize the quartermaste‘s of the various. 








or nts special agents, to open business places where 
all soldiers” necessaries, and perha curies : 
be purchuged by soldiers) at a ‘percentage sufficient 
cover the expense’ to. ment; an @d valorem duty 
thine. would onable the to, gat, | 
reasonable prices, and savé ni tes Govern- 





ment the disgrace of allowing its young Army to be 
victimized by irresponsible sharpers. SQuiBos, 
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Army anp Navy Commerciat AGENcY, 


Nos. 320 and 322 BROADWAY, 
(cor. Pearl street). 


P. O. box 3,047. New Yor, February 16, 1871. 


subscriber informs the officers of the Army 
and Navy, that having been recently retired from active ser- 
vice, he has opened in this city a Commercial Agency, which will be 
conducted exclusively in the interest of the Military and Naval 
service. The object of this Agency is to furnish officers and their 
commands with every description of Goods, Wares, and Merchan- 
dise to be obtained in the markets of this city, and the proprietor 
hopes by the exercise of energy and good judgment to establish for 
officers of the service a prompt and reliable medium of supply. 

Special attention will be given to the selection of Military and 
Naval Equipments, and entire satisfaction in this line will be 
guaranteed. 

Further particulars in regard to the character and design of this 
enterprise will be contained in the business circulars of the Agency 
now being prepared for distribution, and to which the attention of 
all is respectfully invited. THOMAS H. NORTON, 

late Captain Eleventh U. 8. Infantry. 


= ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE. 


Socrsry or THE Army OF THE TENNESSEE 
Wasuinoron, D. C., February 15, isn. ¢ 
To the Members, Society of the Army of the Tennessee. S 
pe SSS eteeeeingct te will be held in Cincin- 
| 5 eaaades r=. y= pb p— gt hh 
Colonel John W. Noble of the Third Iowa Cavalry, will deli 
the ual add: and suitable arrangements for the meeting 


be made by the local committee. 
ek Be cttcet who has ot any time served with honor in the Arm 
partmen e Tennessee ——— titl 
toa membershi te em wig A bers of kindred 
ially invited to attend 


societies, are co a 
General W. T. SHERMAN, President. 








NEW LOAN OF THE UNITED STATES. 
CIRCULAR PROPOSALS, 


Treasury DePparTMENT, WasHinorow, Feb. 28, 1871. 
notice is hereby given that books will be opened on the 

y of March next, in this country and in Europe, for subscrip- 

to the national loan, under the act ed ‘July 14, 1870 
“An act to authonze the refuniing of the national 
hae the act in amendment thereof, approved January 20, 


proposed loan comprises three classes of bonds, namely : 
irst. Bonds to the amount of five hundred millions of 
in coin, at the pleasure of the United States, after ten years 
m. the date of their issue, and ing interest, payable quarter- 
ly in coin, at the rate of five per cent. per annum. 

Second. Bonds to the amount of three hundred millions of dollars, 
payable in coin, at oe Fem of the United States, after fifteen 
years from the date their issue, and ing interest, payable 
quarterly in coin, at the rate of four and a per cent. per an- 
2 


um. 
Third, Bonds to the amount of seven hundred millions of 
payable in coin, at the pleasure of the United States, after thirty 
years from the date of their issue, and bearing interest, payable 
quarterly in coin, at the rate of four per cent. per annum. 
Subscriptions to the loan will have preference in the following 
order, namely: 
First, Subscriptions that may be first made 
to the amount of two hundred millions of 


there will be reserved, tm 
gg ore 
t ‘or equal amounts of if 
at the oie fe d mere wee bonds ing in oo 
rate of four and a s 
terest at the rate of five — . 7 - 


Fourth. Subscri tions for a fi 
ona ayy ny five per cent. bonds that may not 


United States known as FIVE-TWENTY BON 
The coin received ys oy will be a 
of five-twenty bonds, the debt of the 
this loan. 
‘The bonds will be 
desired bee pg 
nominat of $50, $100, 
pon bonds of each denomination 


any t , or designated deposi’ 
ment, quarterly, on the first days of February, 
November, in year. 

The bonds of the several classes aforesai 


on, are exempt from the — 


‘oresaid, and the interest 
yment of all taxes or dues of the United 
- in any form by or under State, 
» the bonds last issued will be first redeemed, 

as may be designated by the Secretary of "tre 


The bonds will be issued at the United States 
cess forthe uegutig of he lean is Europ ary uifoned 
su the i 

bonds to the ts through whom subscriptions may be resived 
bers the United States will receive the new bonds of 
——, — the subscriptions are made. 

ni tates national bank. thorized 
eive subscri and subscri: 7 doo be = 


ptions may also be made 

Otlice of the rot the United States, or of any assistant 

ae, = asin Obie dcpositaries at B N.Y. ; Chi- 

Legian : 
. B= actment itsown loan agents are now read 

to receive the United States fi 

= ve-twenty bonds and to 





AJOR OF CAVALRY WISHES TO EXCHANGE 
M = or Staff. Infantry preferred. Adress A. B., 








(colored 


, Wall =p cn the list, to into Infan- 


M. C. 8., care Anuy ayp Navy Jourwat. 


of Neo SFER.—A CAPTAIN OF CAVALRY 
try. wishes 





rT SAnePER—A CAPTAIN OF INFANTRY (white 
well up on the list and stationed at a most 
BE Ng, ral into the rcery or cavalry. ‘adden Icke 


| military control. 





Office, No. 39 Park Row, New York. 
SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 








The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual expres- 
sions of opinion in communications addressed to the JOURNAL. 

The postage on the JouRNAL is twenty-five cents a year, payable 
quarterly in advance, at the office where received. 

Subscribers who purpose binding their volumes at the end of the year 
should be careful to preserve their files of the paper, as we no longer 
stereotype it, and are not able, therefore, to supply all of the back numbers 
of this volume. 

The subscription price of Toe Anmy anp Navy JounnaL is Sx 
Doxtiars a year, or Tunez Doiiars for siz months, invariably in 
advance. Remittances may be made in a Post Office money order, 
United States funds, or Quartermasters’, Paymasters’, or other drafts, 
which should be made payable to the order of the Proprietors, W.C. & 
F.P. Courncn. Where none of these can be procured, send the money, 
but always in a registered letter. The registration fee has been reduced 
10 fifteen cents, and the present registration system has been found by 
the postal authorities to be virtually an absolute protection against losses 
by mail. All postmasters are obliged to register letters whenever re- 
quested to do so. 








MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR THE SOUTH. 


IN the war of the Rebellion closed, the 

ARMY AND Navy JOURNAL was almost if not 
quite alone in pointing out the mistake we were 
making in too suddenly restoring the Southern 
States to political control. That foolish and unrea- 
soning prejudice against military men and military 
measures which is an inheritance from our colonial 
days,revived the moment the smoke had cleared away 
from the battlefields. The politician’s natural dis- 
trust of methods irreconcilable with his own spirit of 
time-serving was suffered to control public opinion as 
well as Congressional action. The so-called “loyal” 
governments were extemporized for the Southern 
States out of elements which made them as foreign 
to the real Southern feeling and public sentiment 
as an army of aliens could be. They were open to 
all the objections which could be urged against 
military rulers on the score of despotism, anti-re- 
publicanism, and the like ; they were wholly with- 
out that organization and experience in administra- 


dollars, | tion and that personal-character which made the 


military rulers respected, if they were not loved. 
Republican only in name, they were anti-republi- 
can in their disregard of the essential principle of 
republicanism so tersely stated by ABRAHAM LIN- 
COLN as “ government of the people, for the people, 
by the people.” 

The provisional governments of the South were, 
in short, one of those unwise make-shifts resort- 
ed to during our rebellion in the effort to reconcile 
our ideas of republicanism with the arbitrary ne- 
cessities of a state of civil war. They have ended, as 
all such half-way measures must end, in disappoint- 
ment and irritation. Their results are told in the 
report of the Congressional Committee of Investiga- 
tion into the condition of the South, which prom- 
ises to lead to the relegation of that section to 
The investigations of the com- 
mittee took partisan shape at once, as was to be ex- 
pected, and resulted in two reports—one by a ma- 
jority of five members, the other by a minority of 
two. The majority report states that the task of the 
committee was to ascertain, “ first, whether the crimes 
alleged to have been committed by organized bands 


the | were of a political character; second, whether per- 


sons and property are secure in the Southern States.” 
It confined its inquiries to North Carolina, pre- 
ferring to examine the condition of one State thor- 
oughly rather than a number generally. The con- 
clusions are: that outrages of a personal kind, and 
extending from murder down through all degrees 
of violence, have been committed in great number; 
that they arethe work of members of three organiza- 
tions, known as the White Brotherhood, the Consti- 
tutional Union Guards, and the Invisible Empire ; 
that these organizations are political and belong al- 
together to one political party. 

In regard to the second part of their work, the 
committee report that while there is every provi- 
sion in the State for obtainining redress at law, it is 
a fact that in the cases specially cited of ninety ne- 
groes and forty-four whites murdered, whipped, or 
banished, and in other cases not fully examined, 
but known to be numerous, there had not been one 





conviction of the offenders; and that the means for 
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legal redress and punishment have been defeated by 
the nature of these organizations, to which the per- 
petrators of the crimes belonged. 

The committee report that the organizations 
which commit these outrages work entirely in the in- 
terest of the Democratic party, and that two other 
organizations, the “Heroes of America” and the 
“Union League,” are Republican in politics and 
formed for the purpose of combining the negroes 
for political work, but that no outrages have been 
committed by them. Making due allowance for the 
political purpose and character of this report, it 
would still seem to prove that, in some portions of 
the South at least, American citizens have no guar- 
antee of protection in the exercise of their right to 
“ life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

In North Carolina this seems to be undoubtedly 
the case. The three organizations hostile to public 
peace and private rights are declared to number 
about forty thousand members. By the oath of admis- 
sion, these members bind themselves to rescue each 
other from the consequences of their crimes by per- 
jury or violence, as may be necessary, and they have 
fulfilled the obligation in numerous instances. They 
are mostly rebel soldiers, no Union soldier being 
admitted, nor any member of the Union League or 
the Heroes of America. As these latter societies 
profess adherence and submission to the Constitu- 
tion, the committee infer that the three organiza- 
tions commonly classed together as the “ Ku-Klux 
Klan” are insurrectionary, and, in fact, a remnant, 
still unsubdued, of the Rebellion. 

The testimony to the violent and murderous char- 
acter of these three societies reached its climax in 
the evidence that many of the crimes committed 
were first discussed, voted upon, and directed in 
full meeting, and then perpetrated by the members 
appointed for the work. Were this special proof 
lacking, the character of these societies would be 
sufficiently indicated by the fact that highwaymen 
and desperadoes have assumed the name of Ku-Klux 
and the disguise used by its members to cloak their 
deeds of robbery and murder under the cover of its 
congenial work. Under this state of things, Gov- 
ernor Holden proclaimed two counties in a state of 
insurrection and sent militia into them. Certain 
charges of cruel treatment mar the operations of these 
troops, but the truth or falsity of these has nothing 
to do with the condition of the State or the character 
of the Ku-Klux. The violent acts of the latter ceased 
for a time in those counties, but appeared in others, 
and the anger of its members was so much excited 
by the measures taken against it that a great effort 
was made to control the late election. It succeeded. 
The organization controlled the Legislature, and 
articles impeaching Governor Holden were intro- 
duced by a representative who isa member of the 
Klan. There is testimony that this was but the 
first step in a plot to eject the Governor and the 
State judiciary and thus control the whole State. 
The majority of the committee sum up their con- 
clusions as follows : 


‘‘ Whatever may have been the original purpose of the 
Ku-Klux, or the offences of those to counteract whom they 
allege the order was established, it now has gone so far as to 
present the issue between government and anarchy, and if it 
has not reached it is fast approaching the point where in 
that issue there can be no neutrals. With such an army of 
criminals at large, with no power in the State tri- 
bunals to bring them to justice, with organization, 
oaths, and secrecy, baffling and defying all the ap- 
pliances of the law, and bringing them to each other’s 
aid with the consciousness that they number enough to 
turn the scale of political power in favor of the party with 
which they act, so long as their violence and intimidation 
are successful against those whom they oppose—with these 
facts in view, he must have a credulous nature who believes 
that any temporary lull in the activity of such an agency at 
once of crime and of power imparts continued security to 
those who must become either victims of their crime or sub- 
missive suppliants to their power. . The pendency of 
the impeachment trial at Raleigh has rendered it impossible 
to bring from there the Chief Justice and other witnesses 
whom we deemed it important to have before us. But the 
testimony of so many of the judicial officers of the State ss 
we have taken can leave no doubt that, as against the vio- 
lence of this Ku-Klux organization, the authorities of the 
State cannot secure to its citizens life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness.’’ 

Though North Carolina was the only State im 
which the condition of things was thoroughly 
studied, the committee received accounts which 
proved the existence of the rebellious societies in 
ten other Southern States. 

The facts presented by this report show that the 
Government would be fully warranted in declaring 
North Carolina in a state of insurrection and resum- 
ing the direction of affairs there under military law. 
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It is for Congress to determine by its action whether 
the exigency demands the application of the same 
remedy to other portions of the South. In deciding 
upon this, we hope that they will not be influenced one 
way or the other by any idea that the Army are 
anxious to resume that semi-military, semi-political 
control of Southern affairs with which they were 
for a time burdened, and with which they are so 
heartily disgusted. They simply desire, as a matter 
of logical common sense, that Congress and the 
country should be brought to recognize the fact 
that any government which does not exist by the 
freest consent of the people, and which is not in 
hearty sympathy with local public opinion, must of 
necessity be a military government to be an efficient 
one. 


A CORRESPONDENT calls our attention to the fact 
that the ARMy AND Navy Journal fails to reach 
him until the day after it is exposed for sale on the 
counters of newsdealers, and other subscribers make 
the same complaint. Weregret to say that we can- 
not remedy the difficulty until the Post-office De- 
partment is so reorganized that it is able to compete 
with private enterprise. The copies of the JoURNAL 
sent to regular subscribers by mail are the first that 
leave our office. The copies for newsdealers follow 
some hours later, but as these are sent by express 
they distance the mail copies even on short routes. 

For one, we must say we should be heartily glad 
if the Government would abandon the mail service 
to private enterprise, and we sincerely hopeit will 
not undertake the management of the telegraphs 
until the Post-office Department has demonstrated 
its ability to compete with our great express com- 
panies in carrying and distributing packages. 














Ami all the bustle of readjustment in Europe, 
there is one individual who enters upon a new 
state of things without the least noise or attention ; 
that is the late Emperor NapotEon. The decree of 
the Assembly annulling his royalty left him about 
the most unimportant man in Europe. Not royal 
by blood, he can claim no consideration from princes. 
No longer successful, he has no favors to grant 
and no hope of regaining power. His future 
residence will probably be in England, and the kind- 
hearted Queen of that country will probably speak 
the word of sympathy which is all and even more 
than he can now expect. 








GENERAL Logan has introduced into the House 
the soldiers’ and sailors’ homestead bill which failed 
to pass the Senate at the last Congress. We hope it 
will now receive the attention it merits. The one 
hundred dollar bounty bill, which gives this amount 
to the men who enlisted in certain months of 1861, 
and which we have already published, passed 
the Senate. Mr. MorrILu, however, moved a re- 
consideration, saying he had been informed that the 
bill would involve the Government in the expendi- 
ture of $8,000,000. He then offered a resolution 
calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury for infor- 
mation as to the actual amount of the expense. 

Mr. WILsoN said that his information was that the 
number of soldiers entitled to bounty would be be- 
tween four and five thousand, and the aggregate of 
expense would be about $410,000. The failure of 
Congress to carry into effect the decision of the 
Supreme Court occasioned general disappointment 
and complaint, and, whether the aggregate is 
large or small, this legislation should be passed 
The reconsideration passed. Mr. WILsoN also pre- 
sented a bill in relation to additional bounties, pro- 
viding that the widows, children, or father and 
mother of any soldier who enlisted for a less period 
than one year, and who was killed or died in the 
service, shall be entitled to receive the same boun- 
ties as have been provided by law when the soldier 
enlisted for two years. 








GENERAL Humphreys, Chief of Engineers, has pub- 
lished his report for 1870, detailing the work of the 
active corps which is under his direction. Well as 
we know the value and extent of this service, it is 
still astonishing to look through the six hundred 
and thirty pages of the work and note the variety 
of the labors accomplished, the multitude of minutiz 
recorded, and the mingling of theoretic investiga- 
tion with practical application. We hope hereafter 
to present some details of this labor in a more ex- 
tended shape. 


urer of the Battle Monument Fund, the following 
statement, which we commend to the attention of 
the officers of the Army : 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sir: Will you do me the favor to publish the following 
statement of receipts, expenditures, etc., of the Battle Monu- 
ment Fund? 

Received from paid up subscriptions......... ....000+» $14,851 54 
Received from interest and profit on investments 














since June 8, 1864. 9,000 02 
Total receipts .....c0ccseccsesces ceccecece coos: covscee $23,851 56 
Total expenditures...... 484 83 
Balance ...... .+ gases gpneneendsocsed socngenencosed’ $23,366 73 
This balance is invested : 

In U. S. coupon bonds...... socccscce sosecseses sessescesces $23,073 70 
On deposit in U. 8. Life and Trust Company....... 282 00 
Cash sovcrrseercesccees svcseceee sesessesencsees ‘ 11 03 
Portal. .cccoceccscessscss coccccoce cacecenencsonss snccccees $23,366 73 

The market value of which at New York quota- 
tions of to-day is.....cocesseecsoesseeies aacabes $24,722 03 





In addition to this, in accordance with the act of Con- 
gress, forty bronze cannon have been set off to me, as treas- 
urer, by the Ordnance Department, and are now deposited 
at Fort Columbus, the value of which, as estimated by Col- 
onel Langdon, of the First U. 8S. Artillery, through whose 
exertions the grant was secured, is about $15,000. 

The total number of subscriptions from officers of the Reg- 
ular fArmy is about 1,000. For the want of a complete 
Army list I am unable to state exactly how mary of these 
are now in service; I think not more than 600. 

In view of the amount thus available for the purpose, 
will not the officers of the Army make another effort—obtain’ 
@ proper design; begin at once the construction of the 
monument, and carry it to completion? I doubt 
not that, by a little well-directed exertion, an addi- 
tional $10,000 can be raised from the many officers who have 
not yet subscribed, making the amount of available funds in 
a few months more than $50,000—a sum double that 
which was at first deemed necessary. I trust I do not make 
this appeal in vain, but that a united effort of the officers in 
this neighborhood will be at once made to carry into effect a 
noble design to perpetuate the memories of our fallen broth- 
ers. A. E. Cuurca, 

Professor U. 8. M. A. and Treasurer of B. M. F. 

West Pornt, N. Y., March 13, 1871. 








It is now reported that the Germans find Alsace 
and Lorraine more troublesome than they expected, 
and that Count BisMARoxk offers to sell them back 
to France for another fifteen hundred millions of 
francs. We shall believe this when we receive un- 
doubted official evidence of the fact, but not before. 








UNDER the call for bills at the opening of the present 
session of Congress, a hundred and twenty-three were 
presented in the Senate, among them the following: 


To provide for the selection of cadets; to authorize the 
promulgation of general regulations for the Army; to 
enable the Secretary of War to enlarge the depot at Fort 
Leavenworth. 


The first act of both Houses was to pass a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the President to send a commissioner to 
the International Prison Reform Congress at Florence, 
Italy ; and the first petition presented was the familiar 
claim of Miss Ann Ella Carroll of Baltimore, Md., the 
lady who wants Congress to pay her for planning the 
Tennessee River campaign. It was presented in the 
Senate, and referred to the Military Committee. This 
Committee agreed last session to allow the lady strategist 
$5,000, but their bill died with the last session upon the 
Senate calendar. 








In commenting upon the proceedings of a court-mar- 
tial, Brigadier-General Augur, commanding the Depart- 
ment of the Platte, very justly remarks upon the gener- 
al impropriety of storing up offences against an accused 
person, to be brought forward long after the alleged acts 
of misconduct were committed, and when the lapse of 
time has rendered their refutation a matter of extreme 
difficulty. There is generally in cases like this, he adds, 
still more when the accused party is a non-commissioned 
officer, a very strong suggestion ef malice and personal 
ill-will on the part of the accuser. 








Tue first report of Hon: John Eaton, Jr., Commis- 
sioner of Education, has an interest apart from the in- 
trinsic value of the work. He shows that though the 
subject of making education a national rather than a 
local concern was strongly urged by Washington and 
those of his day, there was no action taken upon the sub 
ject until 1867, when a Government Departmént of Edu- 
cation was organized. It was high time, for the story of 
the superiority of American schools, once so great a 
pride, had become a fable, and continued to be be- 
lieved only because there was not enough known 
of the truth to establish beyond doubt what was the 
fact—that our school system is far from thorough, and 
our instruction anything but efficient. The work of the 
bureau is to collect information upon the subject “from 
every part of the country, and by thus discovering the 
real state of education to supply the basis upon which 
an expansive and well-proportioned system can be con- 
structed. Two or three years’ work will not do this; but 





the Commissioner shows in this report that his office 


WE have received from Professor CHURCH, Treas- |: 


improvement. It is thought that out of the 19,400,000 
adults in the country, one-fifth at least, or 3,680,000, are 
unable to read or write. In spite of the efforts made to 


educate the negroes, education has fallen off in the 
South and is lower than before the war. Some of the 
States are wofully backward, and one at least, Texas, 


has no public school system, though there are two or 
three hundred thousand dollars in the treasury fot that 
purpose. These, and a multitude of other facts, show 
how important the work of this bureau is. 








———= 


Mr. McCormick of Arizona has introduced in 
House a soinewhat noticeable bill intended to stop 
useless slaughter of buffaloes on the plains. A fine 
$100 is to be imposed for killing any animal except 
food or for the skin. The intent of the bill is sensible 
and useful, but it will be difficult to make it effeo- 
tive, for all that half of the fine goes to the informer. 
In regard to the danger which may result from the con- 
tinuance of the habit of indiscriminate slaughter of the 
animals upon which the inhabitants of the plains de- 
pend for food, it is said that in December last a train on 
the Kansas Pacific Railroad was snow-bound{for ten days, 
and nearly three hundred passengers lived during the 
w hole time almost exclusively on buffalo flesh. 


By Special Orders No. 48, Headquarters Departmen 
of the East, New York City, March 9, 1871, the com- 
manding officer First Artillery is directed to hold a 
company at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., in readiness for a 
change of station, and at anearly moment. By Special 
Orders No. 51, March 18, this company is ordered to 
take post temporarily at David’s Island, N. Y. H., where 
the quarters occupied by the band of the Eighth In- 
fantry will be turned over for their use. 


THE services of Company H, Sixth Infantry, being no 
longer required at the agency of the Cheyennes and Ar- 
rapahoes on the North Fork of the Canadian (and the In 
dian Bureau having expressed a desire for the withdraw- 
al of said company), it was ordered March 9 to proceed 
without delay to Fort Gibson, where it will be reported 
for duty to the commanding officer of that post. 
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THE Secretary of War has received from Major John 
C. Tidball, of the Second Artillery, stationed at Sitka, 
Alaska, a knapsack covered so cleverly with seal skin 
as to add greatly to its external appearance and durabil- 
ity without increasing its weight: It was turned over 
to the Quartermaster-General for his inspection and final 
disposition. 

CoMPTROLLER Brodhead has decided that nothing can 
be paid to any officers of the Army to whom money had 
been voted by Congress, but who had already been over- 
paid, until they have restored to the United States the 
sum they had erroneously received. 


A San ANTONIO (Texas) paper has the following para- 
graph: 

The kind feeling that seems to prevail among the offi- 
cers and their families since their advent among us, has 
been noticed as a favorable sign of return to the good 
old times before the war, when an it de corps was & 
marked feature of Army life. Among the gatherings 
ra season, perhaps nee a more pleasant than 
the surprige w ga on Frida: at 
the caildenes ‘of General Ekin, chief pon Satan ae of 
this department. This was really surprise contrived 
by a few ladies to honor a Christian gentleman 
excellent family, and the following 
party who united to give zest to i 
sion: Dr. and Mrs. wards, Miss Annie 
General and Mrs. Card, Dr. and Mrs. 
and Mrs. G. M. Hunter, Lieutenant and 
Mrs. Captain Hooker, Colonel and Mrs. 
Mrs. Lockwood, Mr. and Mrs. Mathers, 
John C. French, Miss Mamie French, Mr. 
and Miss Bessie Paschal, — and Mrs. 
onel De Witt Clinton, . H. B. Adams, 
Moore, Lieutenant Thompson, Lieutenant Cory. 


GENERAL W.T. Sherman has had an addition made to. 
his residence on I street—the house formerly owned by 
General Grant—and has had the mansion divided into. 
two separate dwellings, at an expense of $9,000. The 
westernmost house the General occupies himself, and the 
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GREAT improvements are going forward at the torpedo. 
station on Fort Walcott, Newport, R. I. The old bar- 
rack house, which is now used for officers’ quarters, is 
remodelling and will receive a French roof, and several: 
new buildings are in process of erection. 





Apmirat L. M. Powell has had a fine brick mansio 
hniitent St Sa pes 
streets, at an $26,000. 

Ceptain Beano GS Army, hashed built «beat ee 
idence costing 
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VOLUNTEER CAVALRY.—No. IX. 
THE LESSONS OF THE DECADE. 


14,000 029 BY A VOLUNTEER .CAVALRYMAN. 
G.e ure, the ice of tae Laban of Congress Wath 
CAMP DISEASES—WINTER CAMPS. 

In stationary camps and barracks the plague of sol- 
diers is chronic dysentery. Especially among green 
troops fresh from comfortable homes this pest rages 
With violence. Campaigning generally cures it. In 
this ‘matter the doctor is powerless. All the efforts of 
medical science fail to cure chronic dysentery when it 
has once taken hold, among new troops. Medicine is 
useless. Change of scene and diet will effect a cure in 
@ week, but no doctor can help the sufferers, I may be 
able, however, to throw somelight.on this subject from 
my own experience, On two occasions before going into 
active service I was attacked with this distressing and 
prostrating malady. The first time it was owing simply 
to constant wet feet, mounting guard in wet weather, 
and doing all sorts of open-air duty with dilapidated 
boots. A new pair, purchased, for at the time we could 

w none, cured this. The second time, at Perryville, 

aryland, I suffered, in common with the regiment, on 
account of bad water. The spread of the disease was 
marvellous. On this occasion it was a matter of observa- 
tion to me, quite unfailing, that there was but one class 
of men in camp unaffected by dysentery, namely, the 
“ old bummers,” or men addicted to strong drink, openly 
and secretly. Whatever else ailed them, dysentery or 
diarrhea never did. Acting on this hint, I determined 
to test it by experiment in my own person. When the 
regiment moved to Washington I slipped out of camp, 
running the gudrd, and deliberately went to work to get 
drunk, with some others. The effect was magical. 
Three days’ pretty free drinking seemed to effect. a com- 
plete change in my constitution, and I never suffered 
from dysentery afterwards. This is the only case in 
which T can conscientiously recommend the use of spirits 
in the Army. On every other occasion, without excep- 
tion, I never saw it do anything but unmitigated harm. 
Tt transforms many a good man at other times into a 
fiend ; and as for officers, I feel no hesitation in saying 
that nine-tenths of the disasters in our civil war were 
owing to drunkenriess among officers. 

In the management of winter camps our Army in the 
field has no reason to fear comparison with any European 
érmy. In oursecond year’s winter-quarters on the upper 
Rappahannock and Rapidan, the majority of our regi- 
ments lived in a state df comfort unequalled in European 
services. But inasmuch as the experience of the past is 
useless in future, unless the officers happen to be men 
who engaged therein, and as the probuble composition 
of onr future cavalry will be as mixed as in the first 
years of the civil war, a few words may not be amiss. 

_In our. densely wooded countries, the easiest and best 
way to make comfortable winter quarters is to erect log 
huts, roofing them with pieces of shelter tent. The walls 
are chinked with clay, the chimneys thickly plastered 
inside with the same material, and the camp is finished. 
Inasmuch as our winters are fearfully muddy, the streets 
should be corduroyed in all cases, which renders a camp 
much pleasanter. If there are plenty of young pines 
and spruce about, a camp can be made exceedingly pret- 
ty and picturesque with rustic work of all kinds. Our 
infantry regiments frequently decorated their winter 
camps with wonderful taste in this manner, making rustic 
bridges, over every ditch, and running neat fences around 
the camp. 

But cavalry soldiers have little time for this. The 
great requisite of a cavalry winter camp, and one 
which cannot be too, strongly iaisizted’on and pointed oat, 
is a good stable. In winter camps it is often too much 
the custom to house the men first and let the horses go 
uncared for., The exact reverse ought te be the case. 
The first care of a cavalry colonel on going into his win- 
ter quarters ought to be to see to his stables being put 
up and corduroyed. The men can make themselves com- 
fortable in one night by pitching tents as in the summer, 
ditching carefully and corduroying their tent floors. A 
sitigle day suffices for this. But every hour a cavalry 
horsé stands in the mud, which is inseparable from win- 
ter stables, he deteriorates. The second day ought to 
be déctipied in all cases with hauling logs to floor the 
stables. If the weather is fine, do it the first. The men 
will make themselves comfortable in any event, The 
poor horses cannot, help themselves. T is 

The stables should be floored the first thing, and a 
ditch at least three feet deep dug round it. 

Dry quarters will save your horses from the seratches., 
In the spring they will be fat and in good condition, and 
able to stand a march. After flooring and draining the 
stables, which can be done in one or.two days if the work 
issystematized and not left to the men, # roof should be. 

put up, of straw if it can be got—if not, 6f brush, with a 
steep slope. It may not be quite wa' 


aT 
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better than the open air. A screen of brush should be 
yut up to the northwest to sceure the horses from that 
cutting wind, and the stable is complete; After this you 
need only tell the men to make themselves comfortable, 
and you, may be sure they will do it im short order. But 
if you let them put up their own quarters first, it is ten 
chances to one that the poor horses will have to stand 
out all the winter. r 

In our thickly wooded country there is positively no 
excuse whatever for a cavalry colonel letting his horses 
stand out in the winter. Thedifference between one who 
a6és and one who builds stables is best illustrated by 
an incident within my own knowledge. In.the winter 
of 1864-65, the brigade of General Devin, to which I was 
attached, was quartered at Lovettsville near Harper's, 
Ferry,Virginia. One of the regiments, the Iirst New) 
York Dragoons, was commanded by « first-cliss cavalry 


sessed for its.commander a recently promoted and very 
youthful lieutenant-colonel, as brave as a lion, but igno- 
rant of horse-flesh beyond riding decently. The dragoon 
officer in one week from his arrival had. stables, with 
good straw roofs overhead, for all his horses. The other 
built good quarters for his men, and left his horses al- 
most unstabled, entirely uncovered. 

The regiments were about equal in strength, In the 
ensuing mud campaign the dragoon horses suffered lit- 
tle or nothing; the Sixth New York horses went to the 
devil. At the battle of Five Forks in April, the “Sixth | 
New York Cavalry could only muster forty-five mounted | 
men for action. The First New York Dragoons in the, 
same action brought up one hundred and_ sixty-seven | 
horses, exclusive of officers’ chargers. Volumes could not 
be more instructive on the point in question. 

Winter quarters shall be looked upon as the prepara- 
tion places for next spring’s campaign. The ‘horses must 
be nursed, and fattened up, the men kept at drill to pre- 
serve their efficiency. Battalion drills once in two days, 
individual instruction in fencing, and pistol shooting on 
the alternate days, are the best. The change keeps the 
men in good humor; too much battalion drill disgusts 
them 
- In pistol-shooting, two shots a day, at a target; under 
the instructor's eye, are better than the whole six on one 
day in volley-firing. Volley-firing ought to be practised 
only in action, and the exactitude of its timing is a 
mere matter of parade, uselexs in action. It may do for 
play soldiers to amuse their admirers with. In u cam- 
paign, correct shooting beats volleys out of sight, except 
at very close quarte: s. 

The horses should not ke drilled more than once a 
week. They learn their duty much. quicker than the 
men. In the springtime, after good dry winter quar- 
ters, every regiment ought to turn out fat, strong horses, 
and excellent swordsmen and pistol shots on their backs. 

If every general were impressed with the idea, “In 
winter quarters prepare for spring,” his camps would 
be got into order much more rapidly. Thatis the best 
time to bring in recruits. One month in winter quar- 
ters among soldiers who have seen campaigns is worth 
a year’s drilling in barracks for a recruit; and a single 
campaign will have taught a green cayalry corps the 
necessity for drill. If the men are thoroughly impressed 
with this, the officers will have no trouble. If not, all 
the martinetry in the world only disgusts them and 
breeds mutiny. 


PRUSSIAN MILITARY EDUCATION. 
(From our English Correspondent.) 
Tse year before last, when examined before a royal 
commission on military education, instituted by direction 
of the House of Commons, Captain Hozier of the Third 
Dragoon Guards was asked whether English officers as a 
rule possessed a greater or less amount of professional 
knowledge than officers of asimilar grade in the Prussian 
service. The question referred more particularly to offi- 
cers tm the lower ranks of the army, captains and. 
subalterns. Naturally his answer was a decided nega- 
tive. Why the question should have been put, why 
any one sitting on that royal commission should have 
forced a soldier to draw comparisons which must be 
odious and unfavorable to his brother officers, it is need- 
less to inquire. Of course Prussian officers have a far 
superior military education to that in force among Eng- 
lish officers. The fact is that English officers have no 
military knowledge whatever, beyond what they indi- 
vidually choose to, acquire by separate study, In the 
lower ranks of officers, military education, except the 
mere details of drill, is scouted, and it is only when an 
officer sees an opening fur advancement, or is already. a 
little way up the ladder, that he considers it necessary 
to study subjects familiar to cadets in the Prussian -ser- 
vice. Itis trne that a Prussian officer’s. education is 
strictly confined to things military, and that matrow view | 
he takes of all, things ontside his profession doesnet tend | 





officer., Another, the Sixth ‘New York Cayalry, pos-|, 


ber of society in any other state of life than the one ‘he 
occtpies ;:while it is probable English officers have a wid- 
er, more general education than those of almost any other 
nation., But to compare the two beings, Prussian and 
English, on the seore of scientific military education, :is 
nothing short of absurd. The course through which 
every Prussian officer has gone is ‘positively enough- to 
drive crazy any being less devoted than he is to all that 
pertains to the s-ientific, destruction of life. Very few 
persons indeed know how severe that course is. <A brief 
account of it scarcely does it justice, because in all the 
small details of every-day life a Prussian cadet or 
avantageur is brought face to face with orders and regu- 
lations sufficient for another person’s lifetime. He lives, 
in fact, in a very atmosphere of pipe-clay, red-tape, drill- 
book, and pacing-stick. But even a brief account is 
better than none. 

The main feature of the system of officering the Prus- 
sian army is that, with.one single. exception, a certain 
length of service in the ranks is absolutely necessary, be- 
fore obtaining a commission, and that actual,proof.of 
haying already received a certain amount of. military 
education is indispensable before appointment to. the 
rank of officer. The single exception is in fsvor of a few 


| young men who have passed unusually brilliant exam- 


inations in the highest classes of the military colleges; 
the number never exceeds fifty in any one year, and is 
more often restricted to twenty-five or thirty. 

About one-third of the officers of the army pass 
through the military, or, as they are termed in Prussia, 
cadot colleges ; the remaining two-thirds have served-a 
certain time in the ranks. The following is the course 
pursued by a young mun desirous of obtaining a com- 
mission in the army : His first step is to secure a nomina- 
tion from the colonel of a regiment. This permits him 
to serve in that colonel’s regiment as a private, but with 
the name of “ avantageur,” and with the distinct under- 
standing that after the usual course he is to appear as a 
candidate for a commission. Before obtaining it, how- 
ever, he must serve at least six months as a private, 
must attend a military schvol for nine months, at the end 
of which time he will undergo a strict examination in 
professional subjects, If he passes the examination, he 
returns to his regiment, still as an avantageur, and has.,to 
pass still one ordeal. He must be accepted by the ofti- 
cers of his regiment as worthy to become one of them- 
selves. 

The youths who have been educated in the cadet 
schools, and who for the most part are the sons of mili- 
tary men, need not obtain a nomination from a colonel, 
but serve the usual six months as avantageurs, and are 
then appointed to regiments by the King. As might be 
expected, the officers are rather exclusive; none. but 
young men occupying a good social position can obtain 
the required nomination, still less pass the ordeal of elec- 
tion by the officers. Promotion from the ranks in the 
usual sense of the term, as sometimes in the case of worthy 
non-commissioned officers in the English army, is un- 


| known in the Prussian army in time of peace, and in war 
‘time even it is a very rare ovcurrence. 
'rank to rank goes by seniority tempered by selection. An 


Promotion from 


officer who has been passed over two or three times may 
look upon it as a sign that his resignation is desired. 


‘There are no examinations in the infantry or cavalry for 
|promotion, but they exist in the scientific corps—the 
jartillery and engineers. 


“The young avantageurs on 
joining have the work, pay, and clothing of. privates. 
The mode of treating them during their probationary 
\service depends much on the commanding officer, some 
regiments having much stricter regulations than others: 


For a certain time, usually two months, they have to 
perform the actual duties of privates—to mount guard, 
clean their horses, and in some regiments they are even 
required to live, eat, and sleep with the men. Butin 
most regiments they are permitted to find- their own 
lodgings, and to mess with the officers, by whom except 
when on: duty they are treated on a footing of equality. 

The first examinations are held at Berlin, for. nine 
mouths of each year; there is usually an examination 
held every week, at which on an average twenty-five 
candidates -present themselves. As there are forty 
weeks in nine months, this gives us a total of one thou- 
sand candidates yearly. 

The examinations, which are partly on paper and part- 
ly viva voce, are on the following obligatory subjects: 
German, Latin, French, mathematics, geography, history, 
drawing, and planning,, There is no competition; the 
candidates are only. required to. come, up to, a: certain 
standard. ‘Only thitee trials are allowed, and it is stated 
that ter per'cent. only of those who have failed twice, 
fail at the final examination, 

The last examination is on purely professional .sub- 
jects. The #ubjects are tactics, including drill, science 
of arms; fortifioation, surveying, knowledge of. military 
duty, and. military drawing. Failures:in this) examina- 
tion are very rare; those who succeed,are considered 
qualified for“ commissions as second Tientenants. But 
they: mist: wait according to seniority for vacancies; and 
oly Vaganey ecourtini:, theayantageur’s application’ can- 
not be submitted to the King for approval unless. to.it,is,. 
appended the officer’s certifi¢ate that they cOnsider the 








to make him an agreeable companion or a useful mem- 


applicant worthy of promotion to the rank of officer, 
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Comparatively few cases of veto occur: In the majority | 
of cases the officer's examination, or rathér the examina- 
tion of the avantageur to become an officer, is passed‘ be- 
tween the ages of 1814 and 21. i 

The routine and studies and manner, of life of the 
cadets at the war schools are full of interest, and must 
form the subject of the next Tetter. G. B. 


CARRIER PIGEONS OF FRANCE AND BELGIUM. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Zribune, writing from 
Frankfort-on-the-Maine, gives an interesting account of 
these aérial messengers, from which we derive the fol- 


lowing information : 

The Belgian newspaper men are. great pigeon fanciers, 
and have frequent occasion to make use, of the birds for 
the transmission of reports. A few months ago a Belgian 
provincial newspaper correspondent, sent to Brussels in 
order to report and transmit at once the King’s opening 
speech in Parliament, was furnished with two carrier 
pigeons by which to send home duplicates of his copy. 
Arriving at the capital, he alighted at one of the hotels, 
where he gave the bird-cage into the hands of a waiter, 
and ordered a good breakfast for himself. The meal was 
soon ready, and as quickly devoured, the correspondent 
being especially delighted with the taste of two delicate 
birds. But he was not so well pleased when, after com- 
pleting his report, he called for his pigeons, and was told 
that he had eaten them for breakfast. It is the French, 
however, who have now come to know best the extraor- 
dinary value of the carrier pigeon. Any one can make 
use of this means of communicating with Paris by pay- 
ment of fifty ceutimes per word for letters not exceeding 
twenty words. ‘These letters being eallected in the pro- 
visional capital—Tours, Bordeaux, or wherever this may 
be—are legibly transcribed upon large sheets of paper, 
like newspaper columns, this collective letter then be- 
ing photographically reduced to the most minute dimen- 
sions before being intrusted to the bird-post. The space 
into which these messages can be photographically com- 
pressed is something wonderful. A whole newspaper 
page can easily be reduced to the size of an inch square. 
‘The mode of transmitting the letter thus prepared is to 
roll it round the middle feather of the bird’s tail, or it is 
inserted in a separate quiil and attached by thread to the 
same, thus being no hindrance to the bird in flying. The 
old method of tying the letter under the wing is no 
longer adopted. Before the Germans got to know the 
system, they attempted now and then to send in some of 
the captured pigeons with bogus despatches; but the 
deception was immediately discovered. The wings of 
the pigeons also are stamped with the date and place of 
departure. 

‘The pigeons used for the carrying of the despatches are 
larger than the common house pigeons, being about 15 
inches in length, and weighing from one to one anda 
half pounds, and strongly resembling the wild pigeon. 
While the latter, however, have gray plumage with black 
wings, the postal pigeon is usually dark-brown or per- 
fectly black. Its breast muscles are very large and 
strong, indicating great power of flight and endurance, 
Most ornithologists are agreed that two elements enable 
the carrier pigeon, with its great power of wing, to per- 
form its astonishing journeys—namely, the love of home 
and the sharpness of the eye. As soon as a pigeon is re- 
leased, no matter where taken, it immediately darts up; 
ward, circling and constantly enlarging the circle as it 
ascends higher, getting at last almost teyond the reach 
of the human eye, until finally, getting the direction of 
its home, it shoots off with incredible swiftness. A 








in Paris?” ‘No; they will not have many birds that 
return ‘80 punctually to the cote” * “How do they *man- 
age there after the arrival of the birds?’ «That-is 
simple enough ; during the day when the. birds are, ex- 
pected, the owner of the cote sits all day upon the roof; 
the Paris government will also give him assistants. As 
soon as the birds arein sight he does just as I have de- 
scribed, and I wish he may always have the same success.” 

The speed attained by the pigeons is from thiry-five to 
forty miles an hour, therefore quicker than the average 
railroad train. Some instances of speed attained may be 
here recorded. On the 29th of July, 1859, there was a 
pigeon race from Orleans to Antwerp; at 74g o’clock in 
| the morning 114 pigeons were released at Orleans, and of 
| these the one which received the first prize arrived at 
Antwerp at 14 minutes after 1 in the afternoon, the 
whole distance of 50 .German miles being accomplished 
in hours and 45 minntes, or about 10 German or 45 
English miles per hour. On the 22d of May last two 
Cologne pigedéns were sent up at Pesth, and greetings 
printed on the wings; at 6 o’clock in the morning. At.5 
in the afternoon a telegram came announcing the arrival 
of the two messengers at 2 o'clock, in a somewhat ex- 
hausted state, having accomplished the journey of 125 
German miles in not quite eight hours, giving thus a 
speed of nearly 70 English miles per hour! Not unfte- 
auently birds become exhausted during very long jour- 
neys, and are unable to proceed further, or. in crossing 
some regions get into storms, and are destrayed; and es- 
pecially dangerous is the journey from Italy to Belgium 
and Holland, the storms of the Alps proving very injuri- 
ous. A well-trained pigeon never dallies on the’ jour- 
ney ; never stops to make love on the way; never, in 
fact, appears to forget his duty. True, some make very 
agreeable acquaintances before they are sent up for the 
home journey, and cases are recorded where the amorous 
instinct and the love of home have had a serious conflict. 
A Belgian fancier relates an instance of this kind: A 
bird was separated from its mate and sent up with-des- 
patches; the first day it returned ; the second and third: 
day, the same; but on the fourth it soared higher and 
highér, gained its proper direction, and sped toward 
home. 





M. THIERS AS A PROPHET. 


(From the Galaxy for April.) 

On the eve of the Austro-Prussian war of 1866, before 
a blow bad been struck, Thiers, in the Corps Législatif, 
pointed out the probable issue. of the struggle, and not 
only its immediate military issue, but its; long train of 
political consequences. He said that “if an approaching 
war was favorable to Prussia, she would attempt to seize 
upon not fifty millions of Germans—for a power does not 
increase from fourteen millions to fifty at once, however 
impetuous it may be—but on some of the States of North- 
ern Germany,and those she did not obtain would be placed 
under her influence.” This is prec’sely what happened ; 
but M. Thiers did not stop there. ‘ Then the Germanic 
Empire, instead of being centred at Vienna, would have 
its seat at Berlin, and would press on the frontier of 
France ; instead of leaning on Spain, like the former 
empire of Charles V., it would be upheld by Italy.” 
Having thus disclosed the path into which the neutrality 
of Napoleon was leading, he then impetuously said : “Go 
into the smallest village, and see whether the idea of 
aiding to re-establish a. German Empire, supported by 
Italy, is popular in France.” The Legislative Body was 
confounded, and the sitting was suspended for. an hour, 
by reason of the agitation which ensued; but the Paris 
journals all came out next day with their usual’ self- 
complacent. wisdom, their brisk conceit, their supereili- 








pigeon sent from & floating balloon takes an exactly con- 

trary direction, at first descending perpendicularly earths | 
ward, circling as it descends, until it recognizes its 
position. All this is a matter of training and race. To 

get good, trusty carrier pigeons, short journeys must be 
first made when the birds are still very young, these 
being continually increased until they are able to per- 
form immense distances with certainty and without in- 


pigeons; then Holland, the lands of the Lower Rhine, 
and the northeast of France. Pigeon “fancying” is in 
Belgium a passion ; the Belgian fancier takes greater pride 
in his dove-cote than probably any other European. His 
breed or “race” is pure. He knows what they can do— 
how far they can fly, and what burdens they should bear. 
He calls the Parisians “ know-nothings” in regard to 
their pigeons, and cannot understand why, of so many 
birds that are sent out from the city by the balloons 
only so very few return. 7 
a A visit to the Belgian’s pigeon cote is thus described ; 
The cote was a very high one, looking over the curious 
roofs and houses of the old city, and facing. the ancient 
cathedral. It was a kind of appendage to the roof, and 
from it a free view was h:.d on all sides especial] u on 
the roofs of the neighboring houses. The cote contained 
about a hundred birds, all reddish-blue or blue, most of 
them with beautifal fiery tinges, a few with black eyes, 
All were males. A Belgian first-class fancier will ‘not 
suifer a female bird in, the cote. The breeding pigeons | 
are kept separate. The Belgian let loose a dozen pigeons | 
he then leaned out of the window, and gave to the birds, 
which had not dallied a moment on the roof, but were 
already high above the houses, the direction which they 
should take by a single motion of'the hand. ‘They obeyed 
with a promptitude that lett no doubt of. the perfection 
of es prank He then suddenly closed the window, 
and, when the birds came to the is 
roof, he whistled sharp, had a? wana ene oa a 
’ x Te © his visitor, 
said: ‘If one of my pigeons settle down upon any other 
point except upon the trap on my cote-roof; I will screw 
its neck off.’ .He had searcely uttered these words when 
the whole lot flocked home; nota single one had lodged 
elsewhere. The fancier repeated the experiment teh 
times, always with the same success. ‘‘ That is. the race,’ 
he said. ‘When my pigeons comé from the longest 
journey, they must always keep te’ the ganié rules: and’ 
they always remember them. I-havenot killed a pigeon 
for its incapability now fos.@-long.time,’.,.:' You 
lieve, then, that things do not work so “ smoothly 





ous comments, their shallow compliment. 

After Sadowa, Thiers delivered another greet speech 
to the same body. It was the spring of 1867; and’ as 
the ministry had professed themselves highly satisfied 
with Prussia’s policy, M. Thiers took for his subject the 
imminent danger of France. ‘“ What,” he asked, “had 
France to fear? Not the ambition of Austria or of Eng- 
land. England and Austria were satisfied. What, 
then, were the ambitions that we had to dread? Those 
of Russia in the East, and of Prussia in Germany.” Ac- 
cordingly he sketched the resources which the. North 


| German Confederation placed at Prussia’s command, and, 


noting the tendency of the Southern States to join the 
North, pointed out that practically the Cabinet of Berlin 
had the control of 40,000,000 Germans on the French 
frontier. His next assertion was that, simultaneously 
with Prussian success on the French frontier, Russia 
would probably move on the Black Sea. “<A sagacious 
man,” he said, “ would ask himself if a treaty of alli- 
ance does not already exist between Prussia and Russia. 
I know not; but I know that there is something more 
grave than a treaty of alliance—unison of interests; and 
it is that which constitutes the veritable alliance.” , Ev- 
erybody—even English statesmen—can see this unison 
of interests now; but it was only six months ago that 
not only France but England shrewdly suspected that 
Russia was “looking with jealous eyes on the progress 
of Prussia,” and that the corps of observation she had as- 
sembled was “designed for the German frontier.” M. 
Thiers announced four years ago that “ though the Em- 
peror of Russia is wise, and M. de Bismarck is able, the 
situation of Europe, depends on the wisdom of a sover+ 
eign and the prudence of an ambitious minister. Events 
last year were in the hands of France, and now they are 
in the hands of Prussia and Russia. That is the change 
which has taken place in the situation.” 

There was one more, among many remarkable points 
in this speech, whose truth has been too vividly illus- 
trated of late to be passed by. “ France has not at pres- 
ent,” he said, “a single ally. You do not, surély, count 
upon Austria.. Can you see an ally in Italy? Andasto 
Spain, never have the Pyrenees been higher. And Eng- 
land—you are aware of it, ‘oo—she is disgusted, with 
European events, and that disgust becomes a system. J 
As for Russia, she is not disgusted, but she holds aloof.. 
Thus, Austria almost exhausted, Italy in quest “of’‘ad- 
ventures, England systematically apart from: European 
afiairs, but .qaite capable .of -tariting her. attention to { 
them some day, and Russia consulting only her own in- 


terbat- rr ee bl " ry as ” 
What Wed tit Bee ot ficlntldod oe fact ed roar 
ble as any in the history-of-the late war, which éaused 
Edmond About tosay mournfully, Hrance is;withoat a 
single available friend” ? It sharply contrasts, too, with 
Napoleon’s declaration, in the mphipt recently pub- 
sa ie Byline gs he made war on Brie 
sia because he expected the neutrality of South Germany 
and the active alliance of Austria, 2 andy 

On the 30th of June, 1870,;Prime Minister. Olli 
proposed, in the Corps Législatif, to reduce the 
military contingent one-tenth, that is, from 100,000 to 
90,000 men, on, the bold ground that “ the treaties of 1 
insured peace in the East ; the treaty of Prague insured 
peace on the part of Germany; and, as for the stability 
of the government, he had no fear,for the fature—F rand 
had gained her Sadowa in the plebiscitum.” Favre,.a8 
representing the opposition, weleomed the reduction, and 
eloquently demanded a greater, “quoting from the 
Yellow Book many official assuranctes of peace.” Thiers 
alone opposed, in the face of all parties, “because the 
situation of Europe was menacing, and France must be 
prepared for war.” Reproofs rose from all sides, every- 
body was shocked, and, six days later, on thed5th of July, 
the Hohenzollern candidature convulsed the Continent. 
A week passed, the Prussian reply came, cool and firm,* 
and Thiers now declared that “ France had received sat- 
isfaction from Prussia, and ‘war ought not to be made 
upon her fora mere formality.” «As, years before,,when 
it was the fashion with Paris wits to sneer at Bismarck, 
he had pronounced him “ a man endowed with rare 
litical sagacity, still greater boldness, and one whom 
countrymen must regard as a great patriot ;” as he ha 
then said, “Our Government waited, dawdled; and’ tr® 
fled, hoping that something would turn up—and some+ 
-thing has turned up,;namely, the tness of Prussia;” 
so now, facing the passion of the hour, he declared t 
the war which ought to have been fought in 1866 wou 
be a “blund-r” in 1870} “it is too late.” 

But when the Paris press malicioust etended that 
he had received the thanks of King William (King ‘Wil- 
liam thanking Thiers!) for this speech, the Empress, it is 
said, sagaciously proposed that the thanks should conié 
from Paris, which, through the foresight of Thiers, hi 
been supplied with fortifications. Woerth and Gravé- 
lotte sapn revealed the condition of the French army; 
Sedan proved the use of the Paris forts begun nnder t 
ministry of Thiers; and when the empire, which th 
late plebiscite was to have. rendered “immortal,” crumr 
bled in the dust, Thiers—who had pointed out succes- 
sively the overthrow of Austria ; the rise and strength: of 
Prussia; the military alliance of North and South Ger- 
many; the loss of #rench: relianee: upon Spain, upon 
Italy, and upon England; the mutual understanding of 
Prussia and Russia; the real ‘ability and ambition! of 
Bismarck; the combined menaces upon the Black;Sea 
and the Rhine; the inferiority of the French military 
power to the Prussian; the fatal poti¢y of declaring war 
upon the Spanish question; andthe impending rise of a 
German empire with its seat at Berlin—Thiers, whose 
name in July was hissed throughout France, became in 
due time its President. It is fair to add that he had 
employed the interim in serving his counfry (which he 
seems to love more than ‘a dynasty or éveni than a theory 
under the republic as industriously as he had serv 
her under the empire and under two royal houses; and 
that, unlike most other. prophets, his eyes had been con- 
stantly turned to the future, leaving to others the occu- 
pation of shaking the head and saying, “ Ah, I told you 
60.” 





With M. Thiers in power we may surmise, to begin 
with, that he will establish a good understanding with 
all the smaller powers—for example, Denmark, Belgium, 
Holland, Turkey, Sweden, Spain. He has announced it 
as his belief that ‘ the most important rule of the tradi- 
tional policy of France isto support small States;”. to 
the occasional abandonment of this policy he has ascribed 
all the disasters of France during two centuries, We may 
next expect him to cultivate close relations with Austria 
as against Russia and Prussia. In speaking of the “ double 
danger ” to the peace of Europe, metiléed by the latter 
powers, he formerly said: “What counterpoise can be 
brought to bear? If Russia advancesin the East, Austria 
and England can resist her ; and, if they are not sufficient- 
ly strong, France should unite her force to theirs.” Finally, 
Thiers will doubtless make friendly advances to England, 
since, in a passage already referred to, he declared that 
though this power systematically held herself aloof from 
European affairs, “ she was quite capable of turning her 
attention to them some day. . 

M. Thiers has always maintained, and the events of 
to-day are proving his assertions, that a menace in the 
East would arouse England from her carelessness regard- 
ing European events. Indeed, in reading what Thiers 
said of England in 1867, it seems very:much like i 

an utierance of 1871.. “She was ready,” he said, “ to 
join us in our negotiations relative to Denmark, and we 
were not of her opinion in the matter. Her systematic 
disgust commenced that day, and’ she said to herself, 
‘My domain is the sea.’ Yet she experienced a feéling 
of exultation at what recently took place in 

which was scarcely generous. She not, therefore, 
the slightest reason to interest herself in passing events. 
But when she sees. the East in danger, she is reanimated ; 
and when she hears the policy of great agglomera' 
spoken of, she understands what it means.” Strikin 
true as this.is of the present day, still- more istive 
ie what follows: “It is not impossible for the govern- 
ment to draw.the interests.of Europe around us; and 
when you convince Europe that minor interests have 
nothing to fear from you. sure that the dangers of the 
Eastern question will induce England to unite with you 
once more; and that alliance L never thought so neéceés- 
saty as I do at the present day. When England and 
Exance.are once. more united, a ful cortege of emall 
States wil] gather round ambitions powers of 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


A Wanrina tro Weak Oneanizations.—It does not need 
& very wise head to understand that it is better to havea 
small and really effective National Guard organization thaa 
® larger force of troops with innumerable designations, 
which is stronger on paper than it isin the drillor on the 
parade ground, and is yet an expense to the State up to the 
full sum of the paper figures. So believing, we have favored 
the method of gradual reduction suggested and adopted by 
the former Adjutant-General of the State (General Marvin), 
and continued by the present Adjutavt-General (General 
Townsend), for reducing the National Guard of New York 
from year to year until it should be thoroughly relieved 
of its “‘deadtimber.’? This reduction has gone on for several 
years with gratifying results; still, from the circular we pub- 
lish below, we observe that the State authorities propose to 
still further decrease the force, unless the weak organizations 
show a determined purpose to keep up to the minimum 
standard. This is right. Guch a warning is absolutely ne- 
cessary to infuse life into the dead-and-alive organizations 
whose nominal strength does not begin to reach the minimum 
standard. How many of the companies—even of New York 
city regiments—can parade forty-six non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates? Why, even in some of the best regi- 
ments so full a parade is of rare occurrence. We must except 
the Seventh, one of whose companies (Eighth) can parade 
about as many men as several of the regiments in this vicin- 
ity. Nevertheless, the organizations of the First and Second 
divisions are relatively the strongest in the State, and as 
such deserve high commendation : 

CIRCULAR. 


GeneraL Heapquarters State or New Yor, 
ApsuTant-GENERAL’s Orvicz, ALBANY, Feb. 25, 1871. 


From the muster and inspection rolls for the year 1870, it 
is evident that many of the organizations of the National 
Guard are below the minimum required by law. The com- 
mandants of the weak organizations are enjoined to fill up 
their commands, if they wish to avoid reduction, consolida- 
tion, or disbandment. To the end that this matter may be 
fally understood, extracts from the Military Code relating 
thereto are appended; and attention is particularly called 
to the point that the minimum of a company is forty-six non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, and that at 
least eight such companies, none having less than said mini- 
mum, are required to constitute a regiment. 

Fraynkiin Townsenn, Adjutant-General. 

Official : J. B. Sronzsoussz, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

The parag-aphs referred to are 11, 12, 14, 15, and 178, 
Military Code. 

Tus AvLeceD Fase Iuprisonuent Cass.—The motion 
to vacate an order of arrest granted against General William 
G@. Ward, Major Eugene 8S. Eunson, and Louis Leubuscher, 
in a suit for false imprisonment instituted by W. H. Yard, a 
member of the Seventy-first regiment, was denied by Judge 

Cardozo on Monday last on the following questionable 
grounds : 

It is not and o t be claimed that the exemption from 
the legs! responsibilities granted by the 212th section of the 
military act has any application where the court had not 

urisdiction both of the person and of the subject matter. 

f the section could have any other effect, it were too plainly 
unconstitutional to talk about. This being a suit in which 
the cause of action furaishes the ground of arrest, the truth 
or the merits are not to be tried on this motion. Whether 
the court-martial had jurisdiction depends upon a disputed 
question of fact. The plaintiff claims that his enlistment, or 
rather his signature to an enlistment paper—for it is not al- 
leged that he was ever mustered into the Seventy-first regi- 
ment or performed any military duty—was obtained by fraud. 
If that he true, the paper was void and devolved no obliga- 
tion upon him. If that be true, he was in no proper sense a 
member of the military, and a court-martial could have no 
jurisdiction over him. That must be tried. This disposes 
of this motion and makes it unnecessary to state the other 
grounds why it could not prevail, and why the warrant in 
this instance can, in my judgment, afferd no protection to the 
defendants. 

The details of this important National Guard case have 
been too frequently cited to require any particular explana- 
tions on the part of the Jounnat. New York State, it will be 
remembered, very properly took this case in charge, with the 
purpose of offering protection to those who in carrying out 
its laws may have suffered injury. How this protection has 
been exercised the decision in this case fully shows. The 
legal proceedings in the matter have from time to time been 
postponed, and when at last the case came up for a final and 
definite hearing the proper officers of the State who should 
have been at hand were absent; the defence having been 
given entirely into the hands of a retained counsel who ap- 
parently had devoted but a short period to its proper study, 
and was therefore unable to cope with the superior ability 
and tact employed by the plaintiffs attorney. When we 
make this statement we mean nothing derogatory of the gen- 
tleman who undertook the defence, for it was very apparent 
he had been retained on the shortest possible notice, without 
having had time to make himself familiar with the details o 
the case. We only cite this to fully illustrate how well the 
State pretends to protect those who serve gratuitously in her 
militia. As the motion tried was merely relative to the 
vacating of the order of arrest, the main poiats in this matter 
have yet to be brought up, and we trust if the State is to 
again be the protector of its National Guard it will offer a 
defence worthy of its position. In the meantime all presi- 

dents of courts-martial lay themselves open to arrest at any 


moment; and military marshals are, figuratively speaking, 


. 





violate the laws governing the militia forces of this State. 
If the laws as now interpreted are unconstitutional, let us 
decide the matter without delay ; and if the present mode of 
enlisting men is not binding, let the State decide by some 
means what really does constitute a legal enlistment. Officers 
nor men of the National Guard should be placed in a false 
position when performing their duties. Neither should they 
render themselves liable to an arrest at any moment by 
irresponsible parties. Unless this protection is afforded by 
the State, we fear it will soon lose by resignation many of its 
best officers. 

Tue Spencer TestimoxiaL.—On Saturday evening last 
the members of Company K, Ninth Infantry, ‘‘ Fisk Guard,” 
presented their commandant, Captain Bird H. Spencer, with 
an elegant testimonial in the form ‘of a handsome and ex- 
pensive sword, with the appurtenances connected therewith. 
This handsome gift was elegantly encased, and everything 
appertaining to it was in perfect accord, and worthy of the 
officer who received it and of the company who offered it. 
The presentation took place in the large room of Apollo 
Hall, where the company had assembled, members ar- 
rayed in full evening dress. There were present perhaps 
one hundred persons in all, and the formal presentation took 
place; shortly after 9 o’clock, Mr. Robertson happily per- 
forming the duties of spokesman. Captain Spencer, who was 
received with loud applause, responded briefly, thanking the 
company for the gift and its kind appreciation of his services 
in the past, concluding by pledging the exercise of more 
energy than ever in the future to secure the prosperity of his 
command. Colonel Fisk followed in a few remarks, partly 
sober, partlyhumorous. He said he bad but onething to re- 
gret since assuming command of the Ninth,and that was when, 
at Long Branch, he gave the command ‘‘ Shoulder arms,” 
when the regiment was already ata ‘‘carry.” Lieut.-Col. 
Braine, Major Hitchcock, Adjutant Allien, Mr. White, and 
others followed in short speeches—the latter gentleman hav- 
ing presented to Mrs. Captain Spencer, through her husband, 
a large and eleg.nt bouquet of choice flowers. After the 
speeches the party adjourned by invitation to another room, 

where a bountiful collation awaited their disposal. Here un 
hour or two was pleasantly passed. Company K is entirely 
new in its organization, and composed of a material perhaps 
not excelled in the division. Captain Spencer should and 
undoubtedly does feel proud of such a command. 

The sword presented to Captain Spencer is on exhibition 
at the jewelry store of Bishop & Rein, under the Fifth Ave 

nue Hotel. 


TwENtTY-THIRD Inrantry.—No non-commissioned officer 
of this command will hereafter assume his rank, wear the 
chevrons, or be returned on the morning report, until he 
shall have received his warrant from these headquarters. 
Robert P. Lyon has been elected captain, vice Partridge, pro- 
moted—rank, January 31, 1871; Thomas M. Bissitt, first 
lieutenant, vice Lyou, promoted—rank, January 31, 1871; 
and William M. Moore, second lieutenant, vice Bissitt, pro- 
moted—rank, January 31, 1871. Edward Cane has been ap- 
pointed sergeant standaid-bearer—rank, February 6, 1871. 
A detailed drill of this command occurred at the State 
Arsenal, Brooklyn, on Tuesday evening last. 


Forry-szeventa Inrantry.—The armory of this command, 

located in the Eastern District of Brooklyn, on Wednesday 

evening last was the scene of an unusually brilliant assembly 

of the Burgh’s fair daughters and brave sons, the occasion 
being the ninth season promenade concert and hop of Company 

E—a company whose record for select gatherings of this na- 

ture stands pre-eminent, and rarely excelled by the various 
companies of the Second division. For weeks past the so- 
cial circles of this portion of the city of Brooklyn hai been 

in a flutter of continuous excitement, and the culminating 
point was reached, and fond anticipations were more than 
realized, on this eventful evening. The dismal rain and 
muddy streets did not apparently deter the hundreds who 
had obtained the much-sought-for cards of admission from 
attending; and the brilliancy of the interior of the armory 
presented a happy contrast to its dark exterior. The main 
drill-room was elaborately and artistically decked with flags 
and various beautiful insignia, the whole scene being of 
the most enchanting and enticing nature. Shortly after 
8 o’clock Grafulia’s orchestra, under the leadership of Prof. 
Diller, opened the musical portion of the programme 
with the performance of a number of choice selections, 
many of which were new and unfamiliar, but nevertheless 
brilliant and replete with harmonious sounds and pathetic 
strains, all of which were exceedingly well rendered, and 
highly appreciated by the many good judges of music pres- 
ent. This portion of the programme over, Terpsichore 
reigned supreme, and soon many brilliant couples were 
twirling amid the excitements ofthedance. Thus the happy 
moments flew until morning drew near, and another of the 
many pleasant entertainments of this well-known company 
terminated. 

This elegant entertainment of the company was replete 
with many novel features, which in conclusion deserve a 
passing notice. The orders of dancing, both for the lady and 
gentlemen guests, were very unique and handsome, the former 
being in the form of a miniature lace-worked fan. In addi- 
tion to these, each lady was presented with a neat bouquet of 
choice flowers. These incidents of the evening, aided by the 
superb character of the decorations and the numerous recher- 
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characteristic elegance seldom before exceeded in this 
portion of the city. At the conclusion of the promenade and 
after the first dance (a very inconvenient time, by the way), 
an intermission was announced, and the assemblage invited 
to inspect and witness in the company room on the floor 
below the presentation of a handsomely framed and engrossed 
set of resolutions to ex-Captain Cornell, the late efficient and 
popular commandant of the company. First Lieutenant 
Brower, ‘‘ the orator of the regiment,’’ made the presentation 
speech in his usual happy style. Company E has a Bonney 
captain, and the whole affair was managed in the character. 
istic style of Williamsburgh entertainments, which are too 
well known to need any special comment on our part. 


Tue Firty-rigra Recerrion.—At 10 o’clock on Morday 
evening, the 13th, the alternately melting, deepening, soar. 
ing strains of a full orchestra apprised the dwellers in the 
vicinity of Irving Hall of the opening of a ball, which con- 
tinued without interruption till morning. The Fifty-fitth 
regiment, ‘‘ Garde Lafayette,’ held at that time and places 
brilliant reception, at which a large company of Teutons and 
Gauls met to forget their national animosities in the social 
and inspiriting dance. Colonel Allen and other regimental 
officers, with tastefully dressed ladies, headed a long proces. 
sion which wound slowly about the hall and down the centre, 
and then, with a sudden change of music from the majestis 
march to the swaying gallop, the couples who had paced the 
floor with martial tread went circling about the great hall 
like brilliant tinted leaves in an autumn wind. The rooms 
were tolerably well filled, though we understand that as this 
was the first time the Fifty-fifth has had a ball at Irving 
Hall many of the members felt out of their element. We 
did not see anybody who looked homesick, except two 
swains who attempted to dance the lanciers, and finding 
the figures heyond their mathematics or philosophy got into 
inextricable embarrassment and confusion. The supper was 
savory and ample; the music was excellent, under Wanne- 
macher ; in fact, everything was well arranged and well ex- 
ecuted, and the managers may congratulate themselves upon 
a distinguished success. 


SeventH Invantry.—The usual annua! reception of this 
command will occur at the Academy of Music on Wednesday of 
Easter week, the proceeds to be devoted to the regimental 
band. The selectness of these receptions is too well known 
for them to require any commendation from us. The 
regiment has about decided to stay at home this summer. 
Although an encampment on the Hudson receives favorable 
attention of a part of the members, still it is almost too 
early to agitate the summer campaign. The last of the 
series of promenade concerts occurred on Saturday evening 
last, and, despite the rain storm, was attended by a large and 
fashionable assemblage. The music, under Grafulla, was 
exceedingly fine, and the selections new and choice. The 
Seventh has been particularly unfortunate in the matter 
of weather on the occasions of these concerts, and, during 
the past two seasons, it seems, to use a reportorial phrase, that 
Jupiter Pluvius has fought strongly against Apollo and 
Mars. The drills by division, just terminated, have been un- 
usually well attended, and excellent in character; and the 
men and officers, commissioned and non-commissioned, 
have thoroughly shown their ability as well-trained 
soldiers, ‘despite the recent ‘scurrilous comments of 
a contemporary, particularly relative to the latter 
efficient portion of this regiment. Experience has shown 
that, as a class, few non-commissioned officers in the National 
Guard can equal those of the Seventh, much less excel them, 
in the duiies appertaining to a soldier. 


Ninety-sixta Inrantry.—There is so little written about, 
and we hear so infrequently from this organization, that we 
had begun to surmise that it had gradually melted away and 
become a thing of the past; but we are reminded by the re- 
ceipt of a card to attend a ball at Geib Brothers’ Walhalla, 
Orchard street, this (Saturday) evening, that at least the 
drum corps, under Ch. L. Berfinhoff, is still in existence. 
First Division Parapg Grounp.—We again call atten- 
tion to the division parade-ground project, now before the 
Legislature in the shape of a bill, the main features of which 
were noticed in our last week’s issue. It is the improvement 
most necessary to secure the future efficiency of the National 
Guard in this city, and we trust the indications of its early 
passage are not deceptive. The different organizations of the 
First Division are nearly all quite well provided for so far 8 
armories are concerned, and there seem to be fair prospects 
of an improvement in their armament. The parade ground, 
then, is all that will be required to make the division as effec- 
tive as militia can be. There is ample authority under the 
provisions of that bill to make it in time all that it should 
be. It should be large enough for mancuvring at least two 
brigades of infantry, and for the formation in not more than 
two lines of a division of 10,000 men. With these advan- 
tages given our citizen soldiery, the State of New York, 
conspicuous during the late war for the number of well- 
officered organizations it placed in the field (for which 
enviable reputation it is indebted to the comparative 
excellence of its militia system), will be able to maintain its 
supremacy in any emergency that may arise. All this may 
be accomplished st acost that would seem trivial when com” 
pared with the evils the absence or inefficiency of our militis 
might at an unforeseen moment entail upon us. Oar city 
delegation cannot do anything during the present session thst 
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seoure the passage of the bill in question, and we hope they 
will be unanimously in its favor when the time arrives. 





Various Irexs.—His Excellency John T. Hoffman, Gov- 
ernor and Commander-in-Chief, announces the appoin' ment 
of Colonel Frederick W. Hadfield, of New York city, as mili- 
tary secretary on his staff...... The active and honorary = 
bers of Company D, Forty-seventh regiment, hold a reunion 
as Mr. Luke O’Reilly’s Hotel, corner of Grand and Fourth 
streets, Brooklyn, E. D., on Tuesday evening, March 21. 
First Lieutenant Ambrose E. Barnes and Second Lieutenant 
William J. Powell have the management of this affair...... 
The annual ball of Company K, Seventy- first regiment 
(formerly Company B, Thirty-seventh, disbanded), took place 
on the 9th, at the regimental armory, junction of Broadway 
and Sixth avenue. Although preparations had been made for 
a large company—1,500 invitations having been given out— 
the attendance was by no means what might have been ex- 
pected. The 200 or 300 who were present had abundance of 
space in the two great halls to disport themselves under the 
inspiring influence of Professor Ebens’s delicious muxic. The 
dancing was gone through in a decorous and systematic 
manner, with quiet satisfaction rather than enthusiasm. 
Captain Cox and the officers of the company were untiring in 
their efforts to entertain their guests, and -hey succeeded 
admirably...... On Monday next an election will be held in 
Company B, Twenty-second Infantry, to fill the office of cap- 
tain. The selection is a foregone conclusion, and one capa- 
ble and worthy of the position of so good an organization as 
the ‘‘ Busy Bees.’’...... Company E, Fifty-fifth Infantry, Cap- 
tain Valentine Steitz, held its fourth annual invitation ball 
at the Casino on the inauspicious evening of Saturday last. 
On the Thursday evening previous, Second Lieutenant Fred. 
Gebhard was elected first lieutenant of thiscompany. The 

 sompany is in a very prosperous condition......The First 
Cavalry will shortly parade in its new uniform, which con- 
sists of a short coat of dark blue cloth trimmed with yellow, 
having one row of buttons, white cross and body belts ; 
scales are also worn. The trousers are of dark blue cloth 
with yellow cord down the sides. The head coverings are 
helmets, very similar to the Fifth Infantry style of Prussian 
‘* Pickel-haube,’’ made of japanned felt, and trimmed with 
brass, with brass eagle in front. Line officers, with yellow 
plume; field officers, white plume......The new uniform of 
the Third Cavalry is of a hussar pattern; the coat of a sort 
of chasseur pattern, with the usual trimmings of yellow, and 
three rows of buttons down the front. The trousers are of 
dark blue, and similar to those of the First Cavalry; hats 
regular hussar style of Astrachan fur, or its imitation, with 
scarlet crown, and pending tassel of same hue. Captain J. 
C. F. Deecken, the well-known military equipment furnisher, 
of Grand street, New York, is the gentleman who ‘“‘ puts a 
head ’’—at least, we should say a hat—on these cavalrymen. 
The cavalry seems to have prospered better since the dis— 
bandment of the brigade......Company D, Ninth Infantry, 
propose presenting ex-Lieutenant Theriott with a set of 
resolutions expressive of the members’ appreciation of 
his long and faithful services as an officer in the company. 
The division drills of the Ninth are well attended. Com- 
panies A and D average 114 men; the other companies 
average from 80 to 90 men. The execution of the move- 
ments is according to Upton, and not Fisk, as some may 
infer, and the precision and attention are praisworthy. These 
drills are under the superintendence of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Braine and Major Hitchcock. The Seventh and Ninth regi- 
ments drill the greatest number of men in the division or 
State, and a visit to the different armories will confirm this 
statement..... Senator Norton’s resolution introduced in the 
New Yok Legislature, authorizing the Governor to confer 
brevet commissions on honorably discharged officers of the 
National Guard, has been adopted...... On the evening of 
March 10 Sergeant Louis Fischer of Troop K, First Cavalry, 
was unanimously elected first lieutenant of Company B, 
Sixth Infantry...... Company F, Fifty-fifth Infantry, Captain 
Henry J. Boehrer, on the 27th give a grand military and 
masquerade reception at the regimental armory. This is a 
jolly company, with a jolly commander, and these annual 
receptions are still more jolly......The Albany Press learns 
‘that the Adjutant-General is about to convene a board of 
officers to revise the present regulations, so as to conform to 
the present wants and usages of the Guard, as well as the 
tactics. This is as it should be—but what became of the 
board that has had the matter in hand for the last three 
years? Also the whereabouts and doings of the board ap- 
pointed to revise the blanks?’’ We know nothing of the 
‘*Regulation Board,’’ but we are informed that the ‘‘ Blank 
Board’’ made its report some time since. although we have 
failed to see any of the blanks prepared. Of course the regi- 
ments do not require any...... Lieutenant-Colonei Geery of the 
Forty-seventh Infantry, who for some time past has been 
furloughed, has tendered his resignation. Colonel Geery has 
always been a careful, well-informed officer, and a general 
favorite in the regiment which placed him second in com- 
mand...... he Eighty-fourth regiment held a full-dress inspec- 
tion at the State Arsenal on Thursday evening last. This 
regiment claims to have the handsomest uniform in the 
division, which, to say the least, is paying a handsome 
compliment to the Twelfih regiment, from which the bill of 
dress wasappsrently copied. The Eighty-fourth also propose 
to occupy or have already occupied the lately vacated quarters 
of the Twelfth. These are merely remarkable ecincidences, 


and of little consequence...... The Kipp-Allison, ete., case, we 
learn, has been carried into a civil court. Gentlmen, forbear 
for the credit of the regiment......We learn that Company I, 
Twelfth, is advocating secession from the regiment which 
placed it in its present prominent position. The Seventy-first 
is its ambition, and we understand that it proposes occupying 
the position of e/eventh company or letter L. We trast this 
report has no foundation......The Forty-seventh has been 
invited to Poughkeepsie, N. ¥., this summer, as the guests 
of the Twenty-first regiment. Of course the regiment will go. 
The Eighth, not satisfied with an ordinary building, 
has ordered a new armory to be built for its use. The 
armory is now in process of erection......The Ninth propose 
to ‘* Long Branch”? it again next fall. 


OUT-OF-TOWN ITEMS. 


Massacuusetts.—The Montgomery Guard Mutiny.—We 
learn through a Boston journal that the widely-known 
Montgomery Guard, after a flourishing career of some three 
years as a ‘‘ champion company,’’ is now in a state of insub- 
ordination and mutiny, having refused to comply with the 
orders of their former commandant, Colonel Finan, now the 
commander of the Ninth Infantry Massachusetts Militia. It 
appears that the company proposed to participate as a mili- 
tary organization in the celebration of St. Patrick’s day, 
against the orders of Colonel Finan and the laws governing 
the militia of the State, which expressly forbid any portion 
of its militia from taking part in a civic display of any char- 
acter without the special consent of the commander-in-chief. 
The company held various meetings and resolved to act in- 
dependently of its superiors in this matter, apparently con- 
sidering its former military proficiency entitled it to privileges 
not heretofore obtained by other organizations of the State 
forces. This insubordinate conduct, as other companies have 
found to their sorrow, has been the inevitable death-blow to 
the prosperity of the company, and a famous and well-earned 
record passes from it, leaving in its stead chaos and ultimate 
ruin. In this matter of the Montgomery Guard there is un- 
doubtedly something behind the scenes which has engendered 
this turbulent feeling, but we will not aitempt)to discover it, 
contenting ourselves with quoting the subjoined articles that 
have appeared in the Boston Herald: 


The action of the Montgomery Light Guard at the meeting 
held on Wednesday evening has caused the promulgation of a 
special order from regimental headquarters, and Colonel 
Finan has taken steps for suppressing the proposed parade of 
the company on St. Patrick’s day. The following is a verba- 
tim copy of the order issued : 


Heapquasters Ninto Recent, M. V. M., 


Boston, March 9, 1871. 
Special Order No. 1. 

I. Captain Geo Mullins, Company I, of this iment, has 
this day been pe alee Laenionant rv G. MeVey, ou aaa 
officer of said company, will immediately assume command. 

IL For reasons satisfactory to the og commander, with 
the approval of the Commander-in-Chief, the following-named en- 
listed men of rie I, are discharged : Sergeant M. H. En- 
right, William Coyle, James A. McCool, and James Franey. 

Il. Lieutenant McVey will take an immediate inventory of all 
property in possession of this company, for which he will be held 
strictly accountable. He will take prompt measures to secure the 
return of absent property, and rely upon the fullest co-operation 
of these headquarters in enforcing discipline and crushing insub- 
ordination, wherever it may attempt to make itself manifest. 

Defence, and not defiance, has been, and must continue to be the 
motto of this regiment. 

By command of Colonel B, F. Finan, 

E. H. Firzpatsicg, Adjutant. 

The above order was received by Lieutenant McVey early 
last evening, and about nine o’clock he visited the armory 
on Bumstead court, where ten of the members of the com- 
pany were engaged in conversation. He informed the armorer 
that he had been placed in charge of the company, and of 
company property, and demanded the armory key. The 
armorer, who, by the Way, was one of the members dis- 
charged, refused to deliver up the keys until the amount due 
him for services as armorer had been paid, whereupon Lieu- 
tenant McVey secured a detail of police, consisting of a ser- 
geant and four patrolmen, from the station house on La 
Grange street, and returned with them to the armory. The 
special order was read for the edification of those present, and 
Sergeant Enright was handed his discharge papers and cr- 
dered to leave the armory immediately. He asked for 
information as to why he had been discharged, but without 
receiving it was ordered out again, and the lieutenant 
grappled him and tried to eject him. A scuffle ensued, and 
Sergeant Enright endeavored to free himself. Finally the 
lieutenant released the sergeant, who immediately left. The 
other discharged members were then ordered out, and they 
too, departed, and the lieutenant was left in charge of the 
armory and the company property therein. it may be well 
to state in this connection that the national standard pre- 
sented to the company by the citizens of New York has 
disappeared from the armory, ae also has the State champion 
flag which has been held by the company nearly three years. 
No information could be gleaned as to their whereabouts, 
but it was intimated that the champion colors would be 
forthcoming if the company failed to observe the regulations 
governing the State championship. From all accounts it 
appears that the action of the lieutenant was rather hasty, 
and the effect will be only to widen the breach, as five or six 
members who had not given their adhesion to the action of 
the company have joined the majority in their views, and a 
parade they are determined to make at all hazards. The 
members deny that they intended any breach of discipline or 
proposed any insubordination, and are anxious that the 
commander-in-chief or his adjutant-general will suspend 
action on ex parte statements. 


The armory of the Montgomery Light Guard was placed 
in charge of the State police, as custodians of the State 
property, and will probably remain so until this Saturday, 
at the earliest. 

Since the above was written we learn that a more pacific 
feeling exists in relation to the difficulty between Colonel 
Finan and officers of the Ninth regiment and the Montgom- 





ery Light Guard : 


At an adjourned meeting of the company Ex-Sergeant M. 
H. Enright presiied, and on a call of the roll forty-eight 
members responded, and subsequently three other names 
were recorded as among those present. The reports of several 
committees were offered and acted upon. The committee 
who waited on the adjutant-general rted that he would 
not give them definite answers. He did not state that the 
men could not keep their uniforms at home ard wear them 
on their parade, but said that was not the point; “ it was a 
soldier’s duty to obey the command of his superior officer, 
and if he had been wronged, to seek for redress afterwards.”? 
He intimated that the men might be allowed to carry arms 
by making a written application and appearing on parade as 
civilians. An expression of opinion followed, and the report 
was accepted. The feeling way that the adjutant-general 
was on terms of too much familiarity with Colonel Finan for 
even this concession to be made, and it was resolved to make 
no such application. A committee on uniform for the day 
reported in favor of a ‘* McClellan ” cap, and it was resolved 
to appear in citizens’ clothes, McClellan cap, white gloves, and 
with standards. ‘ 


Ruxopz Isuanp.—The Providence Light Infantry, Captain 
Dennis, propose visiting Montreal, Canada East, in July 
next. Not less than eighty members are pledged to partici- 
pate in the excursion. The New York Seventy-first has voted 
unanimously to visit Providence on or about the 15th of 
June next on a three days’ excursion. The regiment will 
charter a steamer for the trip. The Providence militia offer 
cordial and characteristic hospitable inducements. The base 
of operations will be, we believe, at Rocky Point, in the 
beautiful Narragansett bay, and Mr. ‘‘ Lew’? Humphreys, the 
genial proprietor of the Providence City Hotel, has been en 
gaged as sutler-in-chief, and has promised something more 
than he offered during the war, when he operated in the 
‘* New Exgland pie bakery.” 


Colonel Eddy, the popular veteran of Providence, recentl 
gave a pleasant and elegant little wedding anniyersary sup- 
per at the City Hotel. 


Marr.ianp.—A Capital gossiping correspondent, under the 
caption of ‘‘Our Soldiers’’”’ gives a short sketch of the wan- 
ing militia of this State. He also offers a lengthy sketch on 
the well-known Fifth regiment, giving a personnel of its offi- 
cers, etc. We make the following brief extract : 


By the action of the legislature at the close of the war, 
nine regiments of infantry known as the National Guard 
were called into existence in this (Baltimore) city. The law 
under which these regiments were organized was very ob- 
jectionable. Among other features, it required every person 
liable to militia duty either to join the National Guard or 
pay to the State the sum of two dollars to exempt him for 
one year from such duty, though subject at the same to draft 
if necessary to fill the ranks of the Guard. The legislature 
vf last year, recognizing the universal outory against the 
law, repealed it; and this action led to a virtual disbandment 
of the ry mer The Ninth regiment, under the com- 
mand of Colonel E. T. Joyce, a thorough soldier and a de- 
servedly popular citizen, though not ‘‘a native to the manor 
born,” terminated its career last spring. The other regiments 
with one exception ceased to exist some time prior to that 
date. The exception to which I refer is the famous Fifth 
Maryland, of which until recently Colonel James R. Her- 
bert was the able ard popular commander. He resigned his 
commission upon the return of the regiment from Cape May 
last summer. Colonel Herbert was badly wounded at Get~ 
tysburg, while serving as a colonel in a Confederate regiment. 
The command of the Fifth now temporarily devolves upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. Stricker Jenkins, whose popularity is 
great. 


Major Loney, of the law firmof Mathews & Loney, next 
in command, is exceedingly popular with the regiment. He 
talks Blackstone to the *‘ boys,” and talks it well too, like 
his partner, familiarly called ‘‘ Stockett,’ when they “‘ get 
out of order.’’ : 

The ‘“‘handsome man” of the Fifth, however, is Adjutant 
Thomas A. Symington ; and the recognition of this distino= 
tive feature in his composition is by no means confined to 
the regiment. 


CHANGES IN THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


The following officers have been commissioned in the National 
Guard, State of New York, during the month of February, 1871: 


First Brigade—Captain Alfred P. Vreden 
with rank from December 30, 1870, vice A. G. Agnew, 

Tenth Brigade—First Lieutenant John T: 
with rank from January 19, 1871, vice L. E. 

First Regiment of Cavalry—Wm. D. 
from January 13, 1871, vice J. H. $ 
Cordes, veterinary , with rank fzom January 13, 1871, 
rag ey f i 7 = en with rank 110m January 

, vice F. G. , supernumerary ; Adolph, cap- 

tain, with rank from January 30, 1871, vice G. Kuntz, 

Second Battalion of Cavalry, Twenty-fourth Brigade— BE. 
Bri veterinary n, with rank from February 8, 1871, vice 
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Divider sanee B. Cone, second lieutenant, 


from January 20, 1871, ori ° 
of Infantry Hobert B. Gabie, ca; 
rank from ew Ly 1871, vice W. H. Cadwell, r: ; Eda- 
ward 8. Bowlend, lieutenant, with rank from 37, 
1870, vice J. F lentine, 


Alfred Therriott, resigned ; Frederick F. Va 
coun outeaant, wich sash omy Dooeeseer a) mee wen gee 
> a) ° 
with rank from’ May 10, 1870, vice F. retired with former 
Eleventh t of Infantry—Adclph E. Georgi, 

mleventts Resi from November 1, 1870 vies A. Gaines 
Food Bags ai, vies J.F Md 

Zwei Neplentas of Induntey—Clsetes Sekemnan, font Menten 

i an re- 

poe Bp John E. Walker, first lieutenant, with —h.-+ ie 

7, 1871, vice R. E. —————— 
“"Thirteenth Regiment of ‘antry—James Watt, assistant sur- 
geon, with rank trom December 9, 1870, vice J. Lester Keep, pro- 


Fourteenth i t of Infantry—James McLeer, lieutenant- 
co gurteetth rank from November 7 1670, viee Henry T. Heed, de- 
‘Twenty-third Regiment of Infantry—Robert P. Lyon, captain, 


ith k from January 31, 1871, vice John A. P: . Pro~ 
moted: Thomas M. Bissett, first lieutenant, with rank from Janu- 
ary 31, 1871, vice Robert P. 1. ei Wm. M. Moore, se- 
cond tenant, with rank f January 31, 1871, vice 
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vacancy : Franklin B. Gregory, second lieutenant, with 
py 30 original , 


A , 1870, vacancy . 
Forty-ninth ment of Infantry—Frank Owens, captain, with 
from November 1, 1870, original vacancy. 

-fourth Regiment of Infantry—Frederick C. Lauer Jr., ~ § 
tuin, with rank from January 13, 1871, vice J. H. Wilson, resigned ; 
Henry H. Vandolah, first lieutenant, with rank from January 15, 
1871, viee F. C. Lauer, Jr., promoted; Adam F , second 


eutenant, with yank from January 13, 1871, vice H. H. Vandolah, 


promoted. 

Sixty-ninth Regiment of Infantry—John Stacom, quarter- 
master, with rank from January 27, 1871, vice Daniel Strain, re- 
pe a ; Martin McDonnell, captain, with rank from May 13, 1870, 

W. 8. O’Brien, resigned; Wm. G. McElroy, first lieutenant, 
with rank from January 21, 1871, vice J. J. Harley, 

Seventy-first Regiment of Infantry—De Witt C. Arnold, assist- 
ant commissary, with rank from February 17, 1871, original va- 


Seventy-fourth Regiment cf Infantry—Geo. Morgan, Jr., cap- 
tain, with rank from December 13, 1870, vice Osear F. Richards, re- 
{ Alfred Lyth, first lieutenant, with rank from December 
1870, vice Geo, , Jr., promoted ; Barnard Duggan, second 
lieutenant, with rank from December 13, 1870, vice Alfred Lyth, 
; Chas. J. Wing, colonel, with rank February 20, 
871, vice Geo. M. Baker i ; James A. Gault, lieutenant- 
colonel, with rank from February 20, 1871, vice Chas, J. Wing, 
m ; Lewis M. Evans, major, with rank from February 20, 1871, 
vice James A. Gault, promoted, t 
Kighty-fourth Regiment of Infantry—James Hunter, captain, 
rank from February 7, 1871, vice John Mitchell, resigned; 
m. Henderson, second lieutenant, with rank from February 7, 
1871, vice Thomas Carson, declined. ; 
® Ove Hundred and Third Regiment of Infantry—Richard Sholes, 
captain, with rank from December 5, 1870, vice M. P. Vosburg, 
i Paul Westcott, quartermaster, with rank from October 
, 1870, vice D. H,. Knapp, promoted. 
RESIGNATIONS. 
The following resignations of officers in the National Guard, 


State of New York, have been accepted during the same period : 


Seventy-first Infantry—Wm. A. Elmer, first lieutenant, Febru- 
ary 1; John H. Riggins, second lieutenant, February 1; Joseph 
A. Wise, captain, February 13. Thirteenth Infantry—Wallace 
H. Cole, second lieutenant, February 1. f#orty-seventh Infantry— 
Edwin H. Johnson, first heutenant, February 1; N. W. Leighton, 
surgeon, February 2; J. Byets Smith, chaplain, February 14; 
Wm. H. Heathcote, captain, February 17. Fifth Infantry—Henry 
Otto, first lieutenant, Feb.11. Battery B, First Division—H. C. A. 
Kasschau, first lientenant, February ll. Eighty-fourth Infantry— 
Theodorus McLeod, captain, February 13; Edward Straight, second 
lieutenant, February 13. Ninety-sixth Infantry—Antonio O, 
J second lieutenant, February 13; Conrad Doell, first lieuten- 
ant, February 13; Jos. Bauer, second lieu'enant, February 13. 
Eleventh Infantry—Julius Hengstler, second lieutenant, eo | 
13. Eleventh Brigade— Wm. J. Irwin, assistant adjutant-genera 
February 17. Eighty-third Infantry—James B. Shufelt, secon 
1 
1 


promoted. 


lieutenant, February 20. Twenty-second Infantry—Theodore H. 
Freeland, first lieutenant, February 20; Wm. C. Rogers, quarter- 
master, F 20. Twelfth Infantry--Leon A. Canter, second 
lieutenant, February 20. First Division—George McClure, quar- 
master, February 21, 











™Brrore a General Court-martial convened at Fort Me- 
Henry, Md., and of which Captain M. P. Miller, Fourth U. 
8. Artillery, is president, Sergeant Joseph Berry, Company 
D, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, was arraigned and tried on the 
charges of ‘‘ absence without leave,’’ and ‘‘ disobedience of 
orders to the prejudice of good order and military disci- 
pline,’’ in wilfully disobeying a peremptory order from Cap- 
tain George B. Rodney, Company D, Fourth Artillery, his 
company commander, not to leave his quarters at the post of 
Fort McHenry, Md., without his (Captain Rodney’s) permis- 
sion. The court found the accused guilty of the first charge 
and the specification under it, but not guilty of the second 
charge, and of the specification second charge guilty, but attach 
no criminality thereto, on the ground that the order was illegal, 
that thé pany der exceeded his authority by con- 
fining the accused to his quarters without placing him in 
arrest,’ thereby inflicting an arbitrary punishment. The 
sentence was, ‘‘to be reduced to the rank of a private.’’ In 
reviewing the case, Brigadier-General McDowell says: “In 
the case of Sergeant Joseph Berry, Company D, Fourth Ar- 
tillery, in the specification to charge second the date is laid 
as of the 6th of February, 1861, more than two years before 
the date of the order instituting the court before which the 
prisoner was arraigned. This error of the judge-advocate 
or oversight on the part of the court renders the findings 
under this head illegal. Had, however, the date been with- 
in the statute of limitations, the view of the court, that the 
sergeant was justified in wilfully disobeying the order 
of the captain, because the latter’s course Was con- 
sidered as inflicting an arbitrary punishment, is not concur- 
red in. Hadthe sergeant considered himself wronged by 
his captain, he should have immediately complained for re- 
dress to the next commander. To justify officers, non-com— 
missioned officers, and privates judging for themselves, and 
acting on that judgment—in cases where they felt them- 
selves aggrieved—would work atter confusion. The old 
familiar military rule is, ‘Obey first and complain afterwards ; 

it is the only one compatible with any discipline whatever. 
The findings, therefore, under charge second are disapproved. 
Those under charge first are confirmed. The sentence is not 
approved. The arrest or confinement already undergone by 
the sergeant is sufficient punishment for his unauthorized 
absence from tattoo until 11:30 Pp. mM. on the 6th ultimo. 
He will be released from confinement and returned to daty.’’ 














Tur London 7Jimes correspondent at the seat of war says: 
‘¢ The Prussians have neither shrapnel nor time fuses. After 
this war they wil! adopt both. Their common shells with 
peroussion fuses answer very well so long as the range is 
moderate, the ground hard and nearly level, but they do not 
barat at all when the range is long and the ground much 
broken. Soft soil is especially destructive to their action; 
either in it, or in banks of earth, or against a hillside, they 
penetrate like a shot and burst, if they burst at all, without 
doing the slightest damage. To arrive at the true value of 
the mitrailleuse it is necessary to leave the charmed circle 
of headquarters and ask questions among the men who have 
to face it. It is also necessary to take into consideration its 
bad service by the French gunners, who are too hot and 

tless to make perfect artillerymen. But there isa 
* mass of evidence to prove that the Germans would rather 
face & number of infantry than half-a-dozen mitrall- 
leuses. They try to disguise their feelings under the appear- 
ance of jocularity, as when they say, ‘If we are to be killed 
it matters little whether we are killed very much or not.’ 
But I find among the fighting men o general agreement that 
the mitrailleuse, especially when behind a little cover, is very 
dangerous. A bold dash against infantry causes the chasee- 
pot to be fired at random, or even in the air. The mitrail- 
euse, once laid, shoots steadily, for it has no’nerves. _ I was 
old by a general that the Germans will certainly adept the 
new weapon in some form or other, after the war, for posi- 
tions in the field, and I observe that there is more triumph 
over one mitrailleuse taken from the enemy than over many 
guns. The instrument is capable of much:development, and 
t 
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-FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tux adoption of the Martini-Henry rifle into the British 
service is now regarded as good as settled, thé reports in re- 
gard to its performance being on the whole very satisfactory. 


In the government measure before the British Parliament 
introduced by Mr. Cardwell, a clause bas been inserted to 
| enable the State to acquire the railways in the same way that 
| it used to have power to possess itself of the telegraphs, so 
| that the whole communications of the country might at once, 
in case of emergency, be made use of for military purposes. 


Accorptné to the Invalide Russe, the Russians have adopt- 
ed a mitrailleur designed by Major-General Gorlow, and 
which, as might be expected, is almost identical with that of 
Dr. Gatling, and consists of nine steel barrels with the same 
| calibre as the small Gatling—0-42 inch ; each mitrailleur can 
| thus keep up an uninterrupted fire for twenty-four minutes at 

the rate of 280 shots a minute. 





OBSERVATIONS taken im the proof trials of the thirty-five 
ton naval gun have furnished information sufficiently impor- 
tant to induce the British authorities to sanction a further 
series of trialsy commencing with the low charge of forty 
pounds of powder, increaslng it gradually to one hundred and 
thirty pounds. Preparations are being made for the con- 
struction of the other twelve guns ordered to be made on the 
same pattern. 


Tue British service finds it advantageous, in a recruiting 
point of view, to station popular companies in the provincial 
towns. As many as 200 young men have been known to fol- 
low a popular troop or battery of artillery after several 
months’ residence in a town, and this fact is to be taken ad- 
vantage of in raising the additional men required in the new 
augmentation of the army. Parties of the artillery are to 
be quartered in the provincial towns. 


Accorp1in@ to Mr. Cardwell’s estimates, the total strength 
of the British army for the financial year will be 135,000 reg- 
alars, 139,000 militia, 14,000 yeomanry, 9,000 army reserve, 
30,000 pensioners, 170,000 efficient volunteers, making a round 
total of 500,000. Of these, 470,779 will constitute the home 
army. According to the Broad Arrow, commanding officers 
of militia regiments calculate this year there will be 150,000 
privates available, which is more than the statute at present 
permits them to raise. 


Tue British army estimates invelve a charge of £2,886,700 
over the estimates of last year. The horse artillery has been 
increased by six batteries, twenty garrison batteries have 
been converted into field batteries, and the remaining garri- 
son batteries increased in strength. The artillery depot has 
also been largely increased. The nine regiments of cavalry 
are taken at a full war strength of men, and all the regi- 
ments will consist of foursquadrons. The troops of the engi- 
neer train have been strengthened, and one troop added for 
telegraph equipment. The government works and the man- 
ufacture of breech-loading arms also call for increased ex- 
penditure. 


Tue British consul at the Chinese treaty port of Foo chow- 
foo—Mr. Charles Sinclair—reports that the Chinese govern- 
ment arsenal for ship-building and the school of navigation 
and navy drill continue to thrive. In the year 1869 they 
turned out two steam gunboats. New works and engine- 
rooms on a vast scale were being built in a most substantial 
manner when the consul reported in 1870. It was intended 
to purchase a training ship for the pupils. The English and 
French languages are taught, besides geometry, naval draw- 
ing, and architecture. Most of the Europeans employed, 
either as directors, assistants, professors, or foremen, are 
from France. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the London Standard, a paper which 
has steadily stood out for France all through the war, gives 
the following account of the punishment by flogging of a 
Prussian soldier: The people of Dijon were invited (?) to 
be present at midday at the Grande Place; arrived, they 
found several regiments of the enemy drawn up, leaving an 
open square in their midst ; into this square was conducted 
an unfortunate Prussian soldier ; forty men took the lash in 
turn and gave the miserable culprit a single cut, and if this 
was not sufficiently hard to the mind of the superintending 
officer, the merciful man was condemned to take the other’s 
place, and receive one himself. 


Accorpineé to the Kiel Gazette, in the war in France just 
closed twenty-three battles were fought. At Gravelotte 270,- 
000 Germans were arrayed against 210,000 Frenchmen; ai 
Sedan 210,000 Germans against_150,000 French; and in the 
third battle of Orleans 100,000 or 120,600 Germans against 
200,000 or 240,000 French. The disparity of numbers was 
greatest at Mars-la-Tour and Belfort. In the former 45,000 
Prussians fought from 8 a. M. till 4 P. M., at first against 
160,000, and by noon against nearly 200,000 French. In 
the latter nearly 30,000 or 36,000 Prussians and Badeners} 
confronted 90,000 to 120,000 French. The three battles?’ 
before Metz—Pange, Mars-la-Tour, and Gravelotte—show 
the largest losses on both sides, the loss of the Germans in 
the second being 600 officers and 17,000 men. There have 
been forty-nine engagements, some of them resembling bat- 
tles, and twenty successful sieges, including Paris, Metz, and 
Strasbourg, fortresses of the first rank. When Paris fell 
Belfort was undergoing siege, while Bitche was invested, and 
Maubeuge, Givet, and Cambrai were masked and watched. 
According to the British Medical Journal, the German army 
has lost above 150 medical officers. 


A MILITARY coriespondent of the London Zimes who writes 
from the camp at Cbnlie says: “The morning greeting of 
Prussian officer to Prussian officer two days ago was, ‘ We 
have occupied the intrenched camp at Conlie, and taken an 
immense number of English arms.’ The one Englishman 
present at headquarters requested a suspension of judgment 
until the arms taken could be examined by a person compe~ 
tent to decide whether the rifles were English or American. 
The answer was, ‘You always say everything is American.’ 
So I rode over to Cenlie with the determination to get at the 
truth. There were a few miserable old muzzle-loading Enx 
fields, which must have been taken from among those con- 
demned by our government as unfit for use, probably reject- 
ed at proof, or they would long ago have been converted into 
Snider breech-loaders. There was also a mass of American 
arms, some packed in boxes, others standing in rows or laid 
in heaps under the shelter of wooden hate. The rifles were 
Spencers, none of which are manufactured at all in Erg- 
land. They bore the American mark, aud I brought one in 
to headquarters in order that there might be no doubt. The 
ammunition was also American, from South Coventry, Con- 
necticut.” 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Standard at Versailles remarks : 
4##T have been thrown @ good deal among Prussian cavalry 





officers, who one and all agree that the cavalry of an army 
should, as formerly, be divided into three classes—heavy, 
medium, and light. The light cavalry should be armed, in 
addition to their sword, with the very best rifled carbine, 
and be trained to serve as well as foot as horse soldiers—tg 
be modelled, in fact, on the type of the dragoon of former 
days. The lancers should form the medium class—that is 
to say, heavy, powerful men, lightly equipped; and the 
heavy branch of the service should, as previously, remain 
cuirassiers. There is no doubt that some of the most im. 
portant and effective charges made by the Germans during 
this war have been carried out by their cuitassiers. That 
the victory of the Germans at Vionville was decided by the 
charge of the Seventh cuirassiers is well known. ‘They lost, 
it is true, 220 out of 280 sabres who went into the action, 
and fifty of these were killed on the field; but an officer of 
the corps, on whom devolved the painful duty of picking out 
and identifying the dead, told me that in no single instance 
had a cuirass been pierced by a rifle bullet. That a charge 
of cuirassiers has a certain demoralizing effect on infantry, 
foot soldiers allow.. It sends a certain creeping coldness 
through the boldest, which does not tend to steady their 
aim.’’ 


In London recently Lieutenant-Colonel Wiggington gave 
an address on the war between Germany and France. Lord 
Ranelagh took the chair, and gave some reminiscences of his 
own ot a visit he made to Sedan immediately after the capit- 
ulation, whereon and around the battle-fields he saw thousands 
of chassepots which had been thrown away by the French 
soldiers in their flight. Colonel Wiggington pointed out that 
near Givonne the French had a very strong position. They 
were placed on a road on the side of a declivity up which 
the Prussians had to climb to get at them, but the French 
hurled them back with great slaughter. The French gen- 
eral, however, neglected to guard the heights, and the Prus. 
sians, by making a long detour, got some guns in position, 
which enfiladed the road occupied by the French, and thus 
they were enabled to capture the position. Before going to 
Sedan, he could not understand how it was that the 90,000 
Frenchmen who found themselves in it on the 31st August 
did not cut their way out; but when he saw the place he 
could easily understand if. The fact was, Sedan was in a 
hollow, and the Prussians, having possession of the neighbor- 
ing heights, could have shelled it and destroyed every one in 
the place. 


Lar@eE naval ships, drawing from twenty to thirty feet of 
water, have a very large amount of pressure exerted against 
the lower parts of their hulls, and Admiral Inglefield of the 
British navy has invented a hydrostatic engine to utilize this 
hydrostatic power as a mechanical force for actuating their 
steering-gear. Such apparatus was fitted to Her Majesty’s 
ship Achilles, and afterward in an improved form to the 
Turkish iron-clad Fethi Bulend. The machine consists of an 
hydraulic cylinder, to be placed on the keel of the ship with 
a piston and rod, very much after the manner of the ordi- 
nary steam cylinder. Into this the water will be admitted in 
the ship through a Kingston valve. ‘To the piston rod of this 
cylinder is attached a plunger pump of the diameter of three 
inches, thus giving an accumulated force in the pump of say 
100 times the pressure in the working cylinder, or equal to 
1,000 pounds on the square inch. ‘The water is conveyed 
from a chamber surrounding the pump by a pipe to a four- 
inch hydraulic ram attached to the end of the lever of a 
ratchet-brace, the ratchet-wheel of which is keyed fast to the 
steam shaft of the propeller. There is a valve-box attached 
to the ram cylinder, which is actuated by a pin in the ratchet- 
lever, to which is connected a rod working the valve, and thus 
causing a continuous action of the ram as long as the water 
pressure is permitted to act. When the screw is start- 
ed into motion the ratchet-wheel runs away from 
the pawl, and leaves it behind in its revolutions. To 
prevent the clicking noise, and to guard against acci- 
dents to the gear when the ship’s main steam engines are 
started, the pawl is lifted out of the way and secured bya 
pin specially provided for the purpose. The joints in the 
hydraulic pipes are upon apatented principle. ‘The two ends 
are merely placed together and secured by a nut, packed 
with an india-rubber ring, which, pressed upon by the water, 
packs the joint as close and as tight as in the case of the 
leather packing in an hydraulic ram gland. One of the great 
difficulties to be overcome in the application of the hydro- 
static machines has been that of securing good connections 
in fitting the apparatus so low in the hull, and in- making 
perfect the orifices where the pipes have to pass through 
bulkheads. During the testing of the machine the pressure 
gauge steadily registered 1,000 pounds to the inch, and was 
brought to a standstill at very considerably higher pressure 
when the discharge cock was shut off. Under this enormous 
pressure the whole machine and its accessories were perfectly 
tight, no “‘weeping’’ at any of the points, nor a ‘ tear’’ 
anywhere to be discovered. Such a power, always ready a3 
soon as the Kingston valve is opened, is valuable for any 
work, steering, turning turrets or screw shafts, raising guns, 
or, in ships provided with the proper wells, raising the screw 
bodily. 





MARRIED. 
{Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
Sifty cents each.) 





Heppren—Prasr.—On Thursday evening, March 2, 1871, in the 
M. E. church, at Edgartown, Mass., bythe Rev.,A. J. Church, 
EpWARD F. Hreppen, U. 8. Revenue Marine, to Miss Marta N., 
daughter of Joseph T. Pease, Esq., of Edgartown. (No cards.) . 
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DIED. 








Kixc.—At Hammondsport, N. Y., February 11, 1871, of scarlet 
fever, WiLL H., son of the late Wm.H., U.s. N., and sarah EB. 
King, in the ninth year of his age. 








W. 6. ROGERS & 60., 
STATIONERS AND PRINTERS, 


26 JOHN STREET, NEW YORE 


Specilalty—Military Blank Forms and Documents printed 
order, at reasonable prices. 
Descriptive Books 
Endorsement and Mémorandum Books 


Consolidated Rep 





Court-martial Books, Sergeants’ Roll Books. 
\ Woddine, and Visitine Oardd of the Latest Styles, eto. ete 
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